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A warm hello to all of you and we hope that all our children and families are safe and well at home.  

There’s no doubt that these are challenging times for everyone. Here at school we 

have remained open throughout the school closure, including across the Easter     

holidays. We have up to 20 children in at any one time, taught across two classes with 

maximum social distancing. Mostly these are the children of Key Workers, where it is 

not possible for the children to be left at home, and we also had 6 ‘guests’ over Easter 

from 3 different local schools who were not able to stay open. 

We have looked after several ‘vulnerable’ children, children known to social care and 

who have a social worker. Government policy is that schools should be open and available to assist these children and   

families and we are here for them, as long as everyone at home is healthy and virus-free.  

Of course, there’s a balance to strike between providing a public service and safeguarding the health of staff and other   

children, when other parts of society are being asked to stay at home. Our staff have been absolutely fantastic and we’ve 

had no trouble filling rotas which we are very grateful for. 

Those staff not in school are working hard at home and the take-up of learning on Class Dojo and Tapestry has been        

inspiring. At the same time we are providing work packs fortnightly for families who do not have the technology at home to 

access learning electronically. Our children and parents are doing us proud! 

To keep learning fresh each week we have decided upon weekly whole school themes this term. The first one, based on the 

book Tuesday by David Wiesner, has produced some fantastic and imaginative work. We have had wanted posters for the 

frogs, news reports, instructions of how to fly a lily pad, tweets about the incident and children have created a frog          

language dictionary! Other weeks to look forward to include Portraits next week , music, history and geography weeks and 

a VE day week. 

We are providing welfare checks through regular phone calls where needed and have also worked with Edenred to ensure 
that 80 children receive food vouchers as a replacement for free school meals. If you want to contact us then the school 
switchboard is open weekdays 01295 262507 between 8.30 and 3.30 and we can be reached by email              
office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk   

The hardest thing is probably not knowing how long we have to work and live like this. Our thoughts and prayers go to you 

all and we hope that Easter brought some peace to you.  Our Muslim families are entering Ramadan this weekend and we 

hope that it is a time of peace and friendship too.  

I will write again when there is any further news. Stay safe. 

 
Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 
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We are posting the latest information we get on the school website newsfeed. Here are some of the things which are     

already there: 

MHST (Mental Health Support Team) 

There are some useful ideas in their newsletter 

including a reminder of the 5 Ways to          

Well-being. 

 Stay connected 

 Be physically active 

 Take notice 

 Learn new skills 

 Give to others 

 

Standing In The Gap 

This is a local charity which helps children (and adults) learn about        

anxiety, what’s normal and what’s not, and how to manage it. 

 

Play:Full 

Sponsored by Cherwell, Sanctuary Housing and Citizens Advice this leaflet gives details of the 
Banbury Food Bank, BYHP and Citizens Advice food parcels. Please pass on this information to 
anyone, young or old, who is struggling to access food at the moment. 

 

Children’s guide to Coronavirus 

This is a book of 15 pages which explains the Coronavirus and maybe helps answer some of 
those difficult questions about it. 

 

Oxfordshire help and support  

Aimed at adults this document signposts you to support for  

 mental health problems 

 drugs and alcohol 

 financial pressures 

 relationship issues 

 domestic violence 

                        

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their 

website:                http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

Support for families during lockdown 


