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From the Head Teacher

Dear Parents/Carers,
I hope you are all keeping well?
First of all, thank you for your ongoing support. We are all working in very unusual and demanding circumstances, where it
is even more important that we work together to support your child.
With this in mind thank you so much to the huge numbers of you using Class Dojo or Tapestry and those completing
workpacks at home. There has been some lovely work shared, and I thoroughly enjoyed seeing some of the self-portraits!
The numbers on Class Dojo last week were impressive: 698 messages sent home, 3,440 stories shared, 2,507 skills
celebrated, 100% positive feedback.
One parent took the trouble to write and said “thank you for the wonderful lesson planning and support provided by
St Leonards! I have never been more proud to say that I send my children to St Leonards… The weekly school learning
projects have been fantastic and bring about a feeling of community…. I just wanted to say you’re all fabulous and we are
so grateful to be part of St Leonards!”
Praise indeed, and I am very proud of the staff at our school - I am sure you would want me to thank them on your behalf.
We have successfully kept the school open over the past six weeks for those allowed to come in, which has given us many
logistic and health and safety issues at times. We have also been providing educational activities and pastoral support for
our children that are not in school. Alongside this we have kept in regular contact with our parents/carers, whilst trying not
to over burden you with too much information. As an employer, we have a duty of care to our staff and their well-being and
I believe that we have managed this effectively too, bringing as few staff as possible into school, working around those at
home with other commitments and those unfortunately with medical conditions. Our staff are the biggest and best asset
that the school has and it is important that we protect them too, so that they can eventually return and continue to provide
our children with the education they deserve.
We do not know exactly what the future at school will hold at the moment, but we wait to hear, possibly Sunday, from our
Prime Minister with further details. Once we have this information we will need time to review how this will best fit into
the context of St Leonard’s School and then inform you of our plans.
In the meantime, please continue to stay safe and enjoy the Bank holiday weekend.

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Art Week
A huge thank you to Mrs Russell for leading an inspiring
Art Week. There have been many fantastic self-portraits
sent in from home – we have some amazingly talented
children. The teachers all joined in too (see right) and
also had fun recreating famous pieces of art with
themselves included. Maybe this is something that
mums and dads can do at home!

Music School

Music Week
This week has been Music Week with lots of fantastic and inspiring ideas from Miss Nicklin. I know that lots of you have
sent in your versions of Lean On Me for the virtual choir; can’t wait to see the final results! Look out for Geography Week
next week with lots of tasks and ideas to find out about countries and people around the world.

Governor News May 2020

Although most children and their families are at home, the school is open for children of key workers and Mr Blackwell and
the staff are working hard, at school and at home. The governors are continuing to meet, although ‘virtually’ and not in
person, to manage and support the work of the school.
The most recent thing governors were involved in, before the lockdown, was the Statutory Inspection of Anglican and
Methodist Schools (SIAMS) inspection. We were pleased that the school was found to be a Good Church School. Four
governors serve on the SIAMS committee, and we monitor the RE and Collective Worship provision, ensuring that the
school fulfils its vision of preparing children for ‘life in all its fullness’. In more normal times, this would involve visits to
school to watch assemblies, talk to the children, and look through RE exercise books.
Clearly, we’re not able to visit school at the moment, but we continue to prepare for the time when we can return.
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Meanwhile, if you have any questions about the governors’ work in this area, or if you would like to
to someone,
confidence, about any issues you have in these difficult times, please get in touch with me, revsueb@btinternet.com,
01295 271008.
Best wishes,
Rev Sue Burchell

Mosque Gifts
We were delighted to receive 20 boxes of gifts from the local Madni Mosque, filled with
games, puzzles and treats for our children. The hardest thing was choosing who to give
them to but we know that these put a real smile on some families faces. Thank you!

Find out what is happening in our church by going to
their website:
http://saintleonards.org

