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From the Head Teacher

School Reopening
These continue to be challenging times for everybody and I have written separately about the proposed school reopening
on 1 June. All latest correspondence is on the school website newsfeed and we can be contacted by telephone 01295
262507 during office hours and via email office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk should you require any more information.
If there are any further changes in government policy then we will write again to update you.
Leavers
We have a number of staff whom we say goodbye and thank you to this term. Nicola Jones left her role as Nursery Nurse at
Easter, soon after the school closure. Many cohorts of children benefitted from her calm, friendly approach and she very
much enjoyed the nurture part of her role, helping give children the best possible start to school. We wish her all the best
for the future.
Morag Mallarky retires this half term after 21 years of service. She has been a school stalwart through thick and thin and
always treated children with the utmost kindness and respect. She is an excellent listener, lending children an ear and
informally counselling them with her Scottish charm and wisdom. She also had a lovely Christian faith and every year raised
money for Macmillan. We wish her a long and happy retirement and continued good health to enjoy being a mother and
grandmother.
Lastly, Hollie Gilkes goes on maternity leave from June expecting her first baby soon. Never could she have imagined that
she would spend the last 3 months of her pregnancy isolating indoors but hopefully that won’t spoil the excitement. My
only concern is that Frankie the sausage dog may not get as many cuddles as usual! We look forward to hearing news of the
new arrival soon.

Very best wishes
Neil Blackwell

St Leonard’s Church

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website:
http://saintleonards.org

Governors
We have a friendly and hard-working Governing Body
who guide and support the school strategically,
making sure it fulfils statutory requirements and that
it meets the needs of the local community.
Governors come from all walks of life and it is this
variety that makes the sum of the whole greater than
its parts. No experience of education is required, just
the ability to listen and contribute with an open
mind. At full strength the Governing Body has 12
people, including the Head Teacher and Chair of Governors, plus a clerk and various staff members who sit in on meetings
as Associate Members.
Being a Governor is a voluntary role and Board members are asked to commit to attending 6 Full Governors meetings per
year and also to contribute to at least one of the main committees: Teaching and Learning or Resources. Some Governors
take on additional responsibilities such as SIAMS (Church inspections), Safeguarding or Health and Safety. Meetings or
visits take place both during and out of school time.
From September we are likely to have as many as 3 vacancies due to Governors reaching the end of their 4-year terms.
Finance and Human Resources are our two priorities at the moment.
Being a Governor is extremely rewarding. The current COVID-19 crisis once again shows how important schools are to their
local community and maybe this might be the time for some of you to want to get involved taking us to the next step.
If you would like to find out more and have an informal discussion about this then please don’t hesitate either to contact
myself or Edward Anderson, Chair of Governors, chairofgovs@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk

Eid Mubarak
Eid al-Fitr, the festival of breaking the fast, is this week. It marks the end of
Ramadan and will begin at sunset on Saturday 23 May, finishing at the end of
Sunday 24 May. We wish all our Muslim families well at this time, knowing that
the restrictions caused by COVID-19 have taken away many of the social aspects
of the festival this year. I’m sure that there will be lots of sweet treats for our
children and we look forward to seeing you all again soon.

Safety Online – a message from Thames Valley Police
During this period of COVID 19 lockdown children and young people are increasingly using social media. There are positive
aspects to this but also challenges. TVP have launched a media campaign which highlights some of the safeguarding issues
that this increased use can bring. The key messages highlighted in the campaign are as follows:
For children :


Don’t be afraid of coming forward and speaking to a parent, carer, guardian, teacher or other trusted adult if you
have any worries.



The Police are here to help and support you – you will not be in trouble.



Know who you are talking to on-line. If something doesn’t feel right – tell someone.



Key messages for parents



Trust your instinct for signs, you know your child better than anyone.



Have your children suddenly become very secretive?



Are they sad or withdrawn but won’t say why?



Do they seem distracted?



Do they have sudden mood swings?



Are they unable to switch off from their phone or social media?



Have open conversations with children about their internet usage.



Use parental controls and seek guidance from the available free resource.

TVP is strongly advocating for information on staying safe the use of the NCA CEOP website www.thinkuknow.co.uk – this
contains links to advice for children at different age groups, parents/carers and professionals including teachers.

