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From the Head Teacher

Welcome back
It has been so lovely to welcome back many of our children and
families this week: those children in Reception, Year 1 and Year
6. The children have been incredible, getting used to new
surroundings and routines, and sensibly following the guidelines
which we have put in place to keep them safe. Many of them are
actually running into school!
All staff have worked extremely hard, making sure that classrooms and outdoor spaces are as welcoming as can be under
the new circumstances, and a special mention must go to our cleaning staff who are doing incredible work. Parents too
have been fantastic in helping us observe social distancing around the school site and this is very much appreciated.
For those children whose year groups have not yet been invited to re-attend school we continue to put in place Distance
Learning, and likewise for those who have not yet felt confident enough to send children back to school. This week there
has been a RE focus and next week Mrs Nottingham has planned a Science week to excite you.
We are very aware just how challenging this time is for families and know that some of you have lost income or jobs and, in
some cases, have lost family or friends through COVID-19 or other causes. Where such instances are likely to affect children
we kindly ask that parents and carers advise us of any changes regarding welfare, health and well-being as soon as possible,
so that we can be prepared. If you’re looking for support yourself then there are some local and national sources listed
below.
Lastly, some of you may use our website to check for information and we apologise that this has had technical difficulties
for the past week. It will soon be back to normal and all the latest letters and updates are posted there in the Newsfeed for
your convenience. You can find the temporary website at https://www.123school.org.uk .
Safeguarding concerns
At any time you may telephone us 01295 262507 or please use nblackwell@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk which is a new email
address set up especially for this purpose and will be checked regularly.
Duty social workers are on call at LCSS (Local Community Support Services) 0345 241 2703 and can signpost Early Help.
If a child is in danger of harm phone the MASH on 0845 050 7666.
If a child has been harmed phone the police on 999.
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Sources of Support
Well-being advice and support from Place2Be
https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus-updates-advice-and-support/
Bereavement services
https://www.cruse.org.uk/
https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Oxon-resources-forbereaved-people-March-2016-update.pdf
Mental Health support for children - Oxfordshire CAMHS
https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs/oxon/
Local organisations who can support adults and/or children - SCIB
https://scib.info/support/
Health issues - NHS
https://www.nhs.uk/

Dr Bike

Dr Bike sessions are on offer in Banbury over the next 6 weeks and repairs will be done at cost price. There is
a qualified mechanic at each session who will have a couple of volunteers from local cycling clubs to help out
and everyone will be supplied with gloves and anti-bacterial products, and social distancing rules will be in
place. The bike mechanic will check and sign off all bikes before they are handed back and all will be wiped down with
anti-bacterial product.
There is a booking system on Eventbrite so residents must book on, there is no eligibility criteria but they are being strict on
the timings due to covid and not wanting large groups of people turning up at once.

Attached are the posters and link to Eventbrite for people who want to sign up. Anyone who can’t access Facebook or
Eventbrite can email the healthy place shaping email address to book a slot. Ideally, the same person must come and
collect to avoid bikes going missing.
Links are as follows:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dr-bike-banbury-grimsbury-community-hall-tickets-106919653562
healthyplaceshaping@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
The next session in Banbury is at Grimsbury community hall next Saturday, 13 June 10-2pm.

Key Worker Groups—limited places
We are delighted to welcome back children who are in Years 2,3,4 and whose parents are key workers. We have renamed
these groups Leopards, Lions and Elephants. These classes are run by our Year 3 and 4 teachers and they are completing
work in school, which is similar to the work being set on Dojo. These groups are starting to fill and we now have very
limited spaces for any other children whose parents are key workers and need to return to work. If you need to take a
space, please contact the school office at your earliest convenience. If the group is full, we will add your name to a waiting
list and inform you if a space becomes available.
St Leonard’s Church

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their website: http://saintleonards.org

