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From the Head Teacher

I have never been prouder to be at St Leonard’s School. Since
returning to school on 1 June your children have been an absolute
credit to you and there is a happy, relaxed atmosphere in every
classroom. We now have up to 80% of Year 6s back in school with
around 60% of Reception and Year 1, with numbers rising every
day. Each year group is split into 4 ‘bubbles’ and the largest bubble
is currently 13 children.
Add in the 3 Key Worker classes and there were a total of 127 children in on Wednesday, the highest so far, and
yet with the staggered entry and exit times it never feels that busy and all year groups are very self-contained.
Miss Moon has been bringing everyone together for Zoom assemblies each Friday, and all the staff, both in
school and outside, have worked incredibly hard to make the best of this unusual situation.
Next week we will be joined by many of the Year 5s who will be arriving at 9.00am via the Key Stage One
entrance (by Howard Road park). They have now been out of school for 13 weeks so we can’t wait to see them.
Let’s hope that the feeling is mutual!
For the parents and children in Years 2, 3 and 4, thank you for your patience. We have no spare classrooms and
no spare staff and so we thank you, once again, for all the distance learning that you have been able to do at
home. At some point we will ask for feedback from you about how this has worked so that we can be prepared if
something like this ever happens again.
We very much hope that we will be able to have EVERY child in school for at least a day in the final week of term
to spend some time with their new teacher for September.
Grimsbury News
The latest edition of the Grimsbury Newsletter is also attached. Huge thanks to everyone who is going the extra
mile to help someone else in the community, neighbours, friends or family.
St Leonards Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their website: http://saintleonards.org

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Life In a Bubble (by Ravenclaw class, year 6)
“These past few weeks have been amazing. Lots has changed but all the teachers
are being very considerate and helping us get used to everything” (Rose)
“Going back to school, at first, was scary but my opinion almost immediately
changed. I was happy to see and talk to all of my friends and still carry on in
class” (John)
“At break we play games with each other and some people talk over the bubbles
to their friends and catch up with each other” (Summer)

Music School

“The good thing is that we get our own table and stationery. We are learning
about Harry Potter and doing our transition pack and learning how to be safe on social media” (Jack)
“We are staying safe by staying 2 metres away, using our own equipment, washing hands and not touching each others
stuff” (Jia)
There is daily talk on the news about social distancing and everyone needs to play their part. A letter is attached from
Oxfordshire County Council reminding parents and carers of the part that parents can play, and this includes supervising
siblings when on the school premises please. Many thanks for your support and the vast majority of parents have been
FANTASTIC!

Silly Squad, the Summer Reading Challenge 2020

The Summer Reading Challenge is back and has started already. This year it’s
going online ready for a fabulously silly summer of reading!
The annual Oxfordshire Libraries challenge is aimed at children aged 4 to 11 and
encourages them to keep reading during the holidays! The children can set their
personal reading challenge for the summer and as they read, they will collect
virtual rewards.
The challenge runs until late September and is completely free. Parents and carers will be able to sign up their children
at www.sillysquad.org.uk . Children can download eBooks and eAudio from Oxfordshire Libraries e-lending platforms. To
become a library member and borrow eBooks for free, join online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries .

