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From the Head Teacher

First of all, a huge thank you to the whole school community for everything
that you have done to try to make life as enjoyable and ‘normal’ for our
children, during such unusual and unprecedented times.

The brilliant job that you are doing is shown by the smile on children’s faces
as they come into school and, if we take this week as an example, there are
now on average 168 children regularly back attending on any given day: 37
Reception children, 29 Year 1, 27 Year 5, 41 Year 6 and 34 Key Worker or vulnerable children (a mixture of Year 2 to Year 5).

Yesterday the Government announced its “Guidance for full opening – schools” for September. There is a lot to read
through but basically it builds on the strategies which we have successfully used so far:


Health and safety risk assessments will be in place to keep children, staff and families as safe as possible



Cleaning and hygiene will have the highest priority



There will be staggered starts and finishes



Groups will be self-contained ‘bubbles’ but larger this time, depending upon the size of the class



Children will be supported to maintain distance by sitting facing forwards



Children will have their own stationery kits which we will provide



It is not necessary to wear face coverings



Playtimes and lunchtimes will be spent within ‘bubbles’ but we have lots of outdoor space, this will just need
timetabling



The curriculum will be as broad and balanced as we can make it with lots of opportunities to work outside and to
take part in PE

Importantly, ALL children, in all year groups, will be expected to be in full-time from September. We will be prioritising a
“Recovery Curriculum”, ensuring that children’s welfare and emotional needs are foremost. Experience from the Summer
Term gives us confidence that children bounce back quickly and are soon ready for new learning.

Our biggest concern is, clearly, the large number of children who will not have attended school since March, through no
fault of their own. Many of you have engaged brilliantly with Home Learning but some have not and this is our biggest
worry, with some children possibly having a six month gap in their learning.
Continued on page 2 ….

….. From the Head Teacher continued
We will do everything that we can to identify the learning gaps and fill them but partnership work will be more important
than ever in September – we need your support and encouragement to together provide the best for your child and to
prepare them for “Life in all its fullness”.

Therefore, anything that you can do over summer to prepare your child will be useful:


Talk with them



Play with them



Share activities with them



Read with them



Practise English together



Have fun together



Prepare them for getting up early in the morning



Don’t let them stay up all night on the Xbox!!

Music School

If you’re feeling anxious please do not pass this on to your children. If you’re positive about returning to school then so will
they be. The guidance makes quite clear that attendance will be mandatory and, whilst we will be compassionate in our
approach, there will be very little leeway for families whose children have been Persistently Absent for several years. That
is nothing to do with the current virus and significantly affects children’s progress at school and their choices in life
thereafter.

If you need support with attendance or punctuality then please contact any of the leadership team at soon as you can and
we will help. Being back at school is the best thing for your child’s development and health, and for you! We’d be happy to
show you the arrangements in school and how we’re keeping children safe.

Sadly, this new guidance only comes into force in September which means that we have to keep our existing ‘bubbles’ for
now and won’t be able to have everyone back for the last week of term, as we hoped. Thank you for your patience.

I will write to you again before the end of term with further details so that you know arrangements for September.
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Annual Reports
Please make sure that you collect your child’s Annual Report from reception if your child is not currently in school. Inside
will be details of your child’s teacher in September.

St Leonard’s Church
St Leonard's Church is pleased to announce that the church is now open on Saturday mornings between
10.30 and 12.30 for private prayer. All are welcome but please wear a face covering and observe social
distancing.

