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What a Year! 

What a testing time this has been for everyone. Life has felt surreal since March and everyone has been affected in      

different ways. School has been very, very different but the biggest compliment I can give is to our children who have 

smiled their way through and been a real credit both to their families and to school. 

St Leonard’s School is a remarkable place and the resilience and tenacity that our whole school community has shown 

should be acknowledged. Our staff have been amazing, keeping the school open all through the Easter and May holidays, 

and cheerfully getting to grips with Distance Learning and the June Reopening.  

Mums and Dads, and Aunties, Uncles, Grandmas and Grandads, you have all been marvellous in supporting your children at 

home. Home learning, cake making, car washing, dog walking, room tidying, garden exploring – thank you for everything 

that you have done at home.  

This week we had 161 children back in school and all bodes well for a successful return in September. It seems a lifetime 

ago, but we had just had our SIAMS Inspection in February, and the need to prepare children for “Life in all its fullness” is 

now more pressing than ever. Join with us on that journey and let’s make Grimsbury proud! 

Goodbye 

We bid farewell to two members of staff this summer both of whom radiate smiles and positivity wherever they go.  

Gemma Hetherington leaves us after four years. She started our Nurture Group and so 
many children have benefitted from her calm, friendly and reassuring   manner. Her heart 
has always been in the Early Years and we lose her to a school just across the              
Northamptonshire border where she will be amazing. Good luck, Gemma! 

Cassie Pattenden has been with us for two years, arriving as a Teaching assistant in        
Reception and quickly becoming class teacher! This year she has been training on the    
Oxfordshire SCITT programme and has qualified very impressively. She has been a          
fantastic member of the team, and now takes on a class teacher role at  another local 
school. Good luck, Cassandra! 

We also say goodbye and thank you to two long-serving Governors: Jill Cheeseman and 

Lauren Murrey. Both have been a fantastic support to myself as Head Teacher and great friends of the school. We will miss 

you!  

Meanwhile, have a wonderful, peaceful summer break. Enjoy fresh air and sunshine, have a few treats, and we look        

forward to welcoming you all back in September. 

 
Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 



  

 

It’s the end of a year unlike any other and we say goodbye to our amazing Year 6 children. They were a fantastic           
warm-hearted bunch with a wonderful thirst for knowledge and sadly they missed out on lots of what we had planned for 
them for the end of year. 

We are very proud of them and they would have achieved well-deserved good SATs results. However, as we know, those 
plans were interrupted in March, and the lessons which they’ve had to learn were not in the curriculum. Since coming back 
in June they have shown true resilience, friendship and commitment; following new rules, demonstrating outstanding   
behaviour and forming new ‘bubbles’ based upon their secondary school destinations for September. 

I have no doubt that they will thrive at their new schools and that those schools will be all the richer for having them. Well 
done to EVERYONE and to the following children who received these end of year awards: 

         

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

                       

 

 

LCSS are offering telephone support 0345 241 2703 for families over the summer holidays; it could be parenting, emotional 
support or coping strategies. It might include signposting to online resources or liasing with other agencies about accessing 
appropriate support.  

For families who need practical support and can self-access there is https://oxfordshireallin.org which offers links to lots of                
organisations such as MIND, Samaritans, NSPCC and the NHS. The SCIB website https://scib.info/support/ has links to    
organisations which support with domestic violence, gambling, alcohol and drug abuse. 

 

 

The long summer holidays can sometimes be a worrying time for children and they rely on the adults in their life to       
protect them. If you have concerns you can use our safeguarding line nblackwell@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk or contact the 
office via office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk who will forward your message to the most appropriate person. If your 
concerns are serious and you believe that a child is at serious risk of harm then don’t hesitate to contact the MASH    
(Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) on 0345 050 7666 or the police if something has already happened.  

Safeguarding  

Goodbye 

Parenting Support 

Languages Younes 

Science Logan 

ICT Perry 

Art Agatha 

Maths Brian 

Sport George 

English Summer 

Music Billy 

Lesley Alcorn Award Alice 

Excellence Award Owen 

Try a challenge Alma 

Enjoy Learning Maja 

Don’t give up Jia 

Be Co operative Rose 

Most Improved Joshua R 

Be Curious Emmanuel 

Kindness Alessia 

Derek Johns Gardening Award Tyler 

 Learning Power Awards Subject Awards 

Special Awards 

https://oxfordshireallin.org
https://scib.info/support/
mailto:nblackwell@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk


Where Everyone Matters 

     

 

 

 

 

Some while ago we commissioned a piece of artwork for 

the school hall. We wanted to focus on the diversity of our 

children and families and everyone donated a thumb print 

which have now been collected together to show that this 

is a school Where Everyone Matters. We hope that you 

like it and get a chance to see it next term in the Hall. 

Huge thanks to Mrs Malik for her work.                                                                              

  We're holding morning prayer in church at 
10am on Saturdays. Then the church is open until 12.30 for 
private prayer. All are welcome. Social distancing 
measures are in place. We’d prefer you to wear a face  
covering but this is optional. We hope to be holding      
Sunday services in church from 26th July! 

Tuesday 1st September 

Tuesday 1st September 

Wednesday 2nd September 

Thursday 3rd September 

Monday 7th September 

 

Office opens 

INSET day 

INSET day 

Years 1 to 6 return 

Nursery and Reception start 

    Dates for your diary ... 

 

Last week it was the School’s 25th birthday – a quarter of a century since we moved into our new site! We had a special 
assembly to find out what was happening in 1995, discovering that Mr Blackwell had just finished his first year of   teaching 
and that some members of staff were not even born! Blackburn Rovers won the Premier League, the Spice Girls were all 
the rage and EBay had just started in the USA.  

Happy Birthday to us! Happy Birthday to us! 

 

Mrs Gilkes has had her baby! His name 
is Jordan and mother and baby are both 
doing well. Warm congratulations from 
us all! 

      Hello 

                              

 

Eid Mubarak! We wish all our 
Muslim families an enjoyable 
and peaceful Eid later this 
month.  

  

     Eid Mubarak 

 

The coronavirus has upset all sorts of 
things, and not least all the sports       
tournaments planned for the summer 
term. However, as an acknowledgement 
of all we had done until March we have 
received the School Games 2020      
Recognition Award to recognise the 
ethos, values and learning that goes alongside sport. Well 
done, and thank you, to everyone who has represented 
the school this year. 

    School Games Mark 

St Leonard’s Church 


