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From the Head Teacher

What an eventful couple of weeks we have had and we have all been amazed by the
resilience and enthusiasm of St Leonard’s children. It’s good to be back!
Attendance was a fantastic 95.7% in the first full week, almost as good as usual and far
better than both the County and National average of 88%. It has been so beneficial for
children’s mental health to be back at school with their friends.
Mondays are busy in the Office and staff are doing an amazing job answering parents’
health enquiries from the weekend! Advice remains to be vigilant for the 3 main
COVID-19 symptoms: high temperature, a new, continuous cough and a loss of, or
change to, the sense of smell or taste. At the time of writing there have been 0 (zero)
positive COVID tests which I hope you find reassuring, though of course there have been
some seasonal colds.
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

School ‘Recovery’ Priorities
At the start of the year our priority is the emotional and mental health of children returning to school, and pleasingly this is
very encouraging. Children are glad to be back with their classmates and are engaging well with learning, often revisiting
previous learning to see what they remember before being asked to do new tasks.
As a school we have 4 main priorities for the year:
1.

Community Engagement – getting to know parents and families to find out how we can support learning together.
We want to improve attendance and tell you more about the curriculum so that you can support at home.

2.

Every Child a Reader – the ability to read well makes learning enjoyable and raises children’s aspirations for the
future. We will be concentrating on Early Reading in Nursery and Reception, phonics in year 1, and reading skills and
comprehension in the rest of the school. Please support your child with reading at home and help them to move
along the Reading Rainbow.

3.

SEND – not every child finds learning easy, and sometimes difficulties can get in the way. Each of our teachers will be
alert to the progress that your child is making and if there’s anything additional or different that they need then this
will be a priority, so that they can flourish at school.

4.

Vulnerable children – not a term I like but we are all vulnerable sometimes. During this difficult period with
COVID-19 and economic uncertainty the pressures upon family life are even greater, and we are here to help where
we can. Sometimes a problem shared is a problem solved, or maybe there are people in our community who can
help you. Never wait until things fall apart to ask for help.

Symptoms of COVID-19
If your child has any of these symptoms please do not send
them to school and seek advice via NHS 111:

High temperature

New, continuous cough

Loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste
You will need to:

Book a COVID-19 test

Engage with NHS Test and Trace

Self-isolate
If your child tests negative, feels well
and no longer has symptoms similar to COVID-19 then they
can return to school. If your child tests positive, you should
tell school as soon as possible and follow advice to
self-isolate.
No children have tested positive so far.

Social distancing outside school
We are all learning new routines and the
new staggered starts have certainly
helped to keep crowding to a minimum
around the school site. Thank you for
thinking carefully about your movements and where you
stand – it is really helpful and one of the reasons why most
people remain healthy and well.

Attendance
This Monday a letter went out to all families from
maintained schools in Oxfordshire, reminding parents that
holidays during term-time cannot be authorised under any
circumstances. Given that so much learning time has been
lost through the School Closure this is a message which we
fully support and we hope that all children will attend as
much as possible this year. We’ve certainly made a good
start!

Learning Journey
I’ve seen some fantastic learning around the school
already. Just this morning I saw Nursery sitting impeccably
in the sunshine eating their snack and Reception was a buzz
of activity with children finger painting, riding tricycles and
reading about aeroplanes. Years 1,3,4 and 6 were all doing
Maths; counting and ordering in Year 1, adding and
subtracting 10s from 3 digit numbers in Years 3 and 4,
‘rounding’ numbers in Year 6. Year 2 were having a story
and Year 5 were learning spellings or taking part in PE.

Distance Learning
Huge thanks again to our parents for supporting Home
Learning via Class Dojo and worksheets last term. We know
that it wasn’t perfect but given the extremely short notice
that we had of School Closure I’m proud of the efforts that
everyone took, and several parents have taken time out to
share their praise of individual staff which is lovely to hear.
Hopefully such an approach won’t be needed again but, as
a school, we are preparing contingency plans if a local or
national Lockdown is required again. We’re keeping Class
Dojo and there’s no doubt that it worked wonderfully for
some things, but we know that it has its limitations, too.
The staff have all received training on Google Classroom
and the children will be receiving instruction so that they
know how it works. This should mean that we can give
greater live or recorded teacher input and improve ways
that home and school can interact and carry on learning, if
we have to.
To help us, we need to know what technology you have at
home, and ask that you complete the very short (one
question!) questionnaire on Class Dojo. Thank you in
advance for your support.

Reading Rainbow
Our school policy states that all children
should read a minimum of three times a
week and this should be recorded in their
reading diaries. Photographs of the reading diary should be
posted on class dojo or tapestry weekly. Some children
have made a great start!

Secondary school applications
Believe it or not, it is already time to be thinking about
Year 7 places for September 2021. If your child has just
entered Year 6 you can apply online for a secondary school
place at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/
schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school
If you cannot apply online you can request a paper
application form from schools or the School Admissions
Team. The deadline for receipt of secondary school
applications is 31 October 2020 and it is really important
that children know where they are going so that together
we can help make their last year at St Leonard’s special,
preparing them for the big adventure ahead.
Mrs Lacey and Mr Clark have already sent home details of
‘virtual’ Open Evenings at Chenderit and Warriner. Check
individual school websites for updates.

