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With the weather in the last week it’s hard to remember that we’re now in autumn.
Children have been making full use of the field and play areas and we are very fortunate
indeed to have such wonderful grounds.
Attendance continues to be high and was a fantastic 97.7% in the second full week, far
above the national figure of 88%. Mr Clark’s Year 6 class were best of all (99.64%) and
Mrs Pratley’s new Reception class won Attendance Ted for the first time, achieving
98.51%. Well done!
We’re slowly getting used to a new ‘normal’. At the time of writing there have been 0
(zero) positive COVID tests and we are very grateful to those who have tested
themselves whilst showing symptoms, thankfully all coming back negative.
Wishing you all the very best,
Neil Blackwell

Symptoms of COVID-19
If your child has any of these symptoms please do not send
them to school and seek advice via NHS 111:


High temperature



New, continuous cough



Loss of, or change to, your sense
of smell or taste

You will need to:


Book a COVID-19 test



Engage with NHS Test and Trace



Self-isolate

If your child tests negative, feels well and no longer has
symptoms similar to COVID-19 then they can return to
school. If your child tests positive, you should tell school as
soon as possible and follow advice to self-isolate.
No children have tested positive so far.

Social distancing outside school
Whilst following Government guidance
inside school and keeping children in
‘bubbles’ during the day, it is
disappointing to see so many children
mixing across bubbles in the park after school, especially
on Fridays. Whether we like it or not the Government has
introduced the ‘Rule of 6’ and it applies to children as well
as adults outside school.

In the event of a positive COVID test
The school has made its own plan in the event of a positive
test and we would follow Public Health England advice at
the time. This would currently include tracking and tracing
all children who have been in contact with the individual
and possibly sending home ‘bubbles’ who have been in
close contact. Children/staff would have to self-isolate at
home for 14 days and would only need testing if they had
COVID-19 symptoms. Children/staff could then return to
school after 14 days in which time the classroom area will
have been deep cleaned.

Bedtimes
Bedtime has long been a thorny issue for children and
parents alike. After a long time without strict routines it is
sometimes useful to have a reminder of what children need
in order to rest and recuperate. For example, an 8-year old
who needs to get up at 7.00am should be in bed by 8.30pm!
Have a look at the diagram and discuss with your family!

Secondary school applications
Believe it or not, it is already time to be thinking about
Year 7 places for September 2021. If your child has just
entered Year 6 you can apply online for a secondary school
place at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/
schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school
If you cannot apply online you can request a paper
application form from schools or the School Admissions
Team. The deadline for receipt of secondary school
applications is 31 October 2020 and it is really important
that children know where they are going so that together
we can help make their last year at St Leonard’s special,
preparing them for the big adventure ahead.
Details of the Wykham Park Open Days have been sent out
this week . Check individual school websites for updates.

Reading Rainbow
Children need to have read at home on 20
different days to get on the red section of
the Rainbow. The first names should start
appearing next week, fingers crossed, and
I can’t wait to see who has made a good
start! Remember, success in reading is the surest way to
ensure that children are able to access the curriculum and
gives them the widest number of options as they grow
older.

Distance Learning
Thank you to everyone who has responded to the recent
questionnaire about Distance Learning. We are working on
a strategy to engage all learners should we ever need to be
on Lockdown again and will be in touch with you again
soon.

Better Housing Better Health
Nothing has greater impact upon our well-being than our accommodation. Please find
attached a flyer from the National Energy Foundation which offers advice for
homeowners and tenants alike on how to keep warm and cut energy bills. Might be
worth a phone call before we need to switch the heating on?!

Dates for your diary ...
Mon 5th -Tues 6th October

Parent Consultations
(Format to be decided!)

Monday 26th October

Half Term week starts

Monday 2nd November

INSET day

Tuesday 3rd November

Children return to school

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org

