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From the Head Teacher

You may remember the four School ‘Recovery’ Priorities: Community Engagement, Every
Child a Reader, SEND and Vulnerable Children. I’d like to focus on Community
Engagement today, the work which we do together with families to make school the
best it can be for our children.
Our goal is to raise “aspirations for children so that they can flourish”. What does
flourish mean? It means to grow in a healthy way (very important at this time), to be
successful, to prosper. Everyone has their own definition of success but for us it’s about
preparing children for ‘Life in all it’s fullness’. It’s about creating citizens who are kind,
tolerant and respectful; who love, and are loved, by their family and friends; who have
choices about their future – to be a priest or a professor, a surgeon or a shopkeeper, a
doctor or a mechanic?
The job this year, in the most difficult circumstances available, is to work with you to keep our children emotionally and
physically healthy, and to build their thirst for learning so that they make the most of every opportunity available to them.
There are 3 main things which you can do:


Talk with children about school every day, in a positive manner



Read books with them and hear them read, EVERY DAY if you can



Support children with Home Learning so that they develop curiosity and a love for learning

Many of you do all this already and we are very grateful, on behalf of your children. If you find it more difficult and you
want some help, get in touch with your child’s class teacher or with me. It won’t be a surprise – we already know the
children who rarely read at home or complete home learning. It surely isn’t their fault… let’s sort it out together!

Wishing you all the very best,
Neil Blackwell

Reading Rainbow
Fantastically well done to the first children to reach ‘red’ on the Reading Rainbow. Mrs Lacey’s class are proving
particularly keen!
Years 1 and 2 started a little after the others but already Olivia has got there! Come on boys and girls, catch her up next
week and earn your sticker.
2A – Olivia
5A – Amir, Yagoda, Nadia, Thaer
5B – Megan, Veronika, Olly
6A – Amelia R and Emaan
6B – Lauren, Vinupa, Tymon, Isabelle B, Max, Imogen, Meerab, Eleanor

School Open Days for September 2021 entry
Barely have we started one year then we are thinking of the next! Applications for
Reception places for September 2021 open on 3 November https://
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-primaryschool and applications must be in by 15 January latest.
Instead of our usual large-scale Open Days we are organising a series of small after-school events as follows:
Wednesday 7 October, Thursday 12 November and Wednesday 2 December, all 3.45-5.00 pm.
15 minute slots can be booked via the Office at 01295 262507 and you will be socially distanced! Please invite any friends
or neighbours to have a look for themselves and tell them all about us! Nursery places, both 15 and 30 hours, are also
available.
Alternatively, there is an Open Day presentation on the school website, in the tab marked ‘School Information’.

Distance Learning
Thank you to everyone who has responded to the recent questionnaire about Distance Learning which will help us as we
build our Strategy for any future Lockdown or spells of isolation at home.
Here’s what we know so far:


90% of parents are able to access Tapestry or Dojo so that approach could continue



Less than half of those who have responded have access to a laptop or tablet at home which makes access to
Google Classroom, Oak National Academy or BBC Bitesize a challenge



Our appeal for unused devices has had zero success so far

If you haven’t responded to the questionnaire yet, it’s not too late. Just message your class teacher via Dojo with 1 (for
access to a Chromebook or laptop), 2 (for access to a tablet, iPhone or Android), 3 (for access to a phone) or 4 (for no
access to technology). Many thanks.

Secondary school applications
If you want us to make the application for Year 7 places
with you, you are very welcome to come in this Friday at
8.50am and we will help.
The deadline for receipt of secondary school applications
is 31 October 2020. You can apply online for a secondary
school place at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/
schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school

Pastoral Support
Mrs Sonia Smith has taken on a greater pastoral role and
several parents have already made use of her, sharing
concerns and home issues which sometimes impact during
the school day. If you would like to speak with Sonia just
find her on the Key Stage 2 playground, or phone for an
appointment.

Clean Air Day
Next Thursday, 8 October is Clean Air Day when we are all asked to raise our
awareness about vehicle pollution and other types of air pollution, and their health
and climate implications. We’ve already seen the huge difference in the air quality
around the world which was one of the few positive side-effects of the Lockdown.
Here at school the Eco-Council will be organising some posters for a Banbury-wide
competition and it might also be a chance to walk or cycle to school that day rather
than drive.

Message from Public Health England
I’m glad to say that we still have 0 cases of
COVID-19 at St Leonard’s. Public Health England
have circulated some more information to help
parents identify the possible symptoms and to
hopefully take away some of the worry which you
must all feel.

Dates for your diary ...
Mon 5th -Tues 6th October

Parent Consultations
(Postponed to November)

Wednesday 7th October

School Open Day
(By appointment only)

Monday 26th October

Half Term week starts

Monday 2nd November

INSET day

Tuesday 3rd November

Children return to school

Thursday 12th November

School Open Day
(By appointment only)

Friday 2nd December

School Open Day
(By appointment only)

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org

