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Newsletter
From the Head Teacher
Welcome back

What a relief to finally be back at school again! There was close to 95% attendance last
week, better than the national average, and it was wonderful to see everyone.
The children have been a delight, savouring the opportunity to play and learn with their
friends once more. They have quickly picked up new routines and are getting used to the
changes which we have made. Never did I think, a year ago, that I would be doing my
assemblies from my desk, via Zoom!
Best of all has been the palpable feeling of community in the playground. It has felt like
we’re welcoming old friends back to school, and the work via Class Dojo last term has built a
shared respect between school and home. It’s something which we’re keen to build upon even further this term.
In the meantime, we will enjoy feeling relatively ‘normal’ again and do everything we can to keep your children as safe as
we can whilst helping prepare them for Life in all its Fullness.
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Attendance
Now that attendance at school is mandatory again I wanted to celebrate with you the 38 children who
achieved 100% attendance last year, before School Closure.
In particular, we had 4 children who have achieved 100% attendance for the last THREE YEARS!
Well done to Emily B-F Year 4, Shingi Year 5, Isabelle Br Year 6 and Bradley Year 6. A further 3 children
have achieved it TWO YEARS in a row: Malanding Year 3, Noah H Year 5 and Isabelle B Year 6.

Good attendance is more important than ever this year in order to make up for lost learning and whilst
we will be compassionate in our approach we are determined that, for families whose children have been Persistently
Absent for several years, attendance must be a priority. Poor attendance at school affects children’s progress at school and
their choices in life thereafter.
Please remember also that holidays during term-time cannot be
authorised under any circumstances and in common with other
Banbury schools you will receive a letter to this effect next
Monday.

Social distancing outside

Symptoms of COVID-19
If your child has any of these symptoms please do not send
them to school and seek advice via NHS 111:

High temperature

New, continuous cough

Loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste

Thank you once again for
working with us to
facilitate a safe return to
school.
Whilst there was a celebratory atmosphere in the air on
Friday we couldn’t help notice that lots of the children
were taken straight to the Park after school and this
potentially undoes the hard work keeping children apart in
Bubbles at school.
I have also had two concerns raised with me regarding
children who are taught in groups by Imams, in classes at
the Imams’ homes. Please can all children and families
adhere to the same guidance as when they are at school,
and this applies to all informal social gatherings and clubs.

You will need to:

Book a COVID-19 test

Engage with NHS Test and Trace

Self-isolate
If your child tests negative, feels well
and no longer has symptoms similar to COVID-19 then they
can return to school.
If your child tests positive, you should tell school as soon as
possible and follow advice to self-isolate.
No children have tested positive so far.

Learning Journey
This term’s Learning Journey is attached for you so that you know what to expect children to be talking about in the
coming weeks! We have a whole school focus upon developing children’s vocabulary so hope that you can join with us in
‘growing’ the number of words that your children use and understand. For example, Year 3 and 4 are learning about
Ancient Egypt, so need to know about mummies (with bandages!), pyramids and sarcophaguses!
Reading is also a whole school priority and our aim is that EVERY child becomes a fluent and able reader. The Reading
Rainbow is there to reward children for reading at home and we hope that you will enjoy reading and learning together at
home. After your fantastic efforts on Class Dojo and Tapestry anything is possible!

Secondary school applications
Believe it or not, it is already time to be thinking about
Year 7 places for September 2021. If your child has just
entered Year 6 you can apply online for a secondary school
place at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/
schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school
If you cannot apply online you can request a paper
application form from schools or the School Admissions
Team. The deadline for receipt of secondary school
applications is 31 October 2020 and it is really important
that children know where they are going so that together
we can help make their last year at St Leonard’s special,
preparing them for the big adventure ahead.
We will provide details of Open Days as soon as we have
them but like many things at the moment these are still
under review. Check individual school details for updates.

Who’s Who?
As always there has been a little movement in staffing this
year. We have a fantastic staff and this is where you will
find the teachers this year:
Nursery – Mrs Elson and Mrs Keyser
Reception – Mrs Pratley, Mrs Keyser and Miss Cross
Year 1 – Mrs Pendle and Miss Postlethwaite
Year 2 – Mrs Russell and Miss Hill
Year 3 / Year 4 – Mrs Debus, Mrs Vere, Miss Nicklin and
Mrs Nottingham
Year 5 – Miss Moon, Mrs Hobbs and Miss Lyford
Year 6 – Mrs Lacey and Mr Clark

Governor Day
Next Friday, 18 September is our first ever Governor Day when we welcome parents and members of the community to
make an informal appointment to see the school and discuss potential vacancies on the Governing Body.
Both Edward Anderson, Chair of Governors, and Neil Blackwell, Head Teacher, will be available to explain how we work
and explore what you might offer, socially distanced of course! Strengths in finance, HR, SEND or community are
particularly welcome but an ability to engage positively with all stakeholders is most important.
As the last few months have shown, nothing is more important than our children’s future – why not play a part in shaping
it? Please phone or email the office in advance to arrange a convenient time to visit between 8 and 4 on that day, or feel
free to arrange with Mr Blackwell on the playground. Zoom calls can also be arranged if you prefer and all we will need is
your email address.

Dates for your diary ...
Mon 5th - Tues 6th October Parents consultations
(format to be decided!)
Monday 26th October

Half term week starts

Monday 2nd November

INSET day

Tuesday 3rd November

Children return to school

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org

