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From the Head Teacher
One of our 4 School ‘Recovery’ Priorities is Every Child a Reader. Every child, whatever
their background, will benefit from becoming a fluent and confident reader. It opens up
History, Science and every other area of human learning. It’s a great source of pleasure to
read a good book and evidence shows that children who enjoy reading are happier than
children who don’t.
What can you do to help?


Help your child learn their phonics



Share a book with them. Read to them or take it in turns.



Show an interest and ask questions about their book, especially when they’re older.



Write in their Reading Record and help them move along the Reading Rainbow

Last week 21 children joined the Reading Rainbow at the first, red level:

2A - Evie, Kacper
2B - Ayana, Alice, Amelia, Louie, Inga, Nimrah
3/4A - Emily B
3/4B - Afia, Zoe, Emily BF, India, Musa
5A - Ben, Tabarik
5B - Inayah
6B - Alicja, Carter, Emily K, Isaac

Well done to all of them.
Lastly, the teachers enjoyed themselves last week, baking cakes and raising money for Macmillan. Mrs Nottingham particularly excelled herself as can be seen by the photograph above. Looks familiar!

Wishing you all the very best,
Neil Blackwell

School Open Days for September 2021 entry
Barely have we started one year then we are thinking of the next! Applications for
Reception places for September 2021 open on 3 November https://
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-primaryschool and applications must be in by 15 January latest.
Instead of our usual large-scale Open Days we are organising a series of small after-school events as follows:
Thursday 12 November and Wednesday 2 December, both 3.45-5.00 pm.
15 minute slots can be booked via the Office at 01295 262507 and you will be socially distanced! Please invite any friends
or neighbours to have a look for themselves and tell them all about us! Nursery places, both 15 and 30 hours, are also
available.
Alternatively, there is an Open Day presentation on the school website, in the tab marked ‘School Information’.

Distance Learning
Thank you to everyone who has responded to the recent questionnaire about Distance Learning which will help us as we
build our Strategy for any future Lockdown or spells of isolation at home.
A few parents have been in touch and told us that they may have old laptops which we could modify. In terms of spec,
Windows 7 or later is probably suitable so please pass on old devices to us and hopefully we’ll be able to help a few of our
families.
A reminder please about the age limits on social media sites. These
restrictions are in place not just because the content may be
inappropriate but also because younger children are too immature to
cope with these media. TikTok is also 13+ and has caused issues
between families outside school. Do not let children use it!

Parent Consultations
We have postponed our plans for Parent Consultation meetings because
of the virus and instead will be sending home brief reports for parents
on 6 November. These will cover all the basic requirements for good
learning: attendance and punctuality, attitudes, behaviour, home
learning and areas to develop. Where there are concerns about welfare
or engagement we will be following up with phone calls.
In the meantime, should you wish to speak with a teacher for any reason please follow the usual protocol and telephone or
email the office for an appointment. If we cannot see you in person then we will be able to speak to you by telephone.

Wrap Around Care

We have places available at Breakfast Club (7.30am - 8.30am) and
After School Club (end of day until 6.00pm). Please get in contact
with the Office if you wish to enquire about booking places. Strictly
pay-as-you-go!

Clean Air Day
Tomorrow, 8 October is Clean Air Day when we are all asked to raise our awareness
about vehicle pollution, other types of air pollution and their health and climate
implications. We’ve already seen the huge difference in the air quality around the
world which was one of the few positive side-effects of the Lockdown. Here at school
the Eco-Council will be organising some posters for a Banbury-wide competition and it
might also be a chance to walk or cycle to school that day rather than drive.

Secondary school applications
The deadline for receipt of secondary school applications is 31 October 2020. You can apply online for a secondary school
place at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school Please don’t let your
child miss out on a place as we know from experience that this is very unsettling for them.

Dates for your diary ...
Monday 26th October

Half Term week starts

Monday 2nd November

INSET day

Tuesday 3rd November

Children return to school

Friday 6th November

Mini-reports home to parents

Tuesday 24th November

Nasal Flu Sprays (Rec-Yr6)

Thursday 12th November

School Open Day
(By appointment only)

Wednesday 2nd December

School Open Day
(By appointment only)

Swimming
With school swimming lessons on hold at the
moment some of you might be tempted by crash
courses at Brackley Leisure Centre, flyer attached
for half term.

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going
to their website: http://saintleonards.org

