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Last week 5 children joined the Reading Rainbow at the first Red step, 29 more made it to Orange and we had 25 children 
reach Yellow!  

Red 

 

 

It’s been another very busy week at school and one of the few disappointing things is that we 
have not been able to welcome you into the classroom yet to see your children working and 
playing together. By now we would have had events in Reception to share how we read to  
children and in Year 1 to share our approach to phonics. 

In the absence of these there is still lots available to help you. Mrs Pendle has sent out a   
phonics video via Class Dojo and it’s great to dip into. There’s also a fantastic presentation on 
our website in the curriculum section (reading and phonics) called ‘Supporting reading at 
Home’ where there are top tips for reading with children and this is modelled by three of our 
teachers reading with their own children: Mrs Pratley (Reception and Nursery), Mrs Russell (Year 1 and 2) and Mrs Lacey 
(Years 3 to 6). 

The government recently published their own guidance https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-top-tips-to-
encourage-children-to-read/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-read  and here are the first two of their 10 top tips to  
consider: 

1. Encourage your child to read 

Reading helps your child’s wellbeing, develops imagination and has educational benefits too. Just a few minutes a day can 
have a big impact on children of all ages. 

2. Read aloud regularly 

Try to read to your child every day. It’s a special time to snuggle up and enjoy a story. Stories matter and children love        
re-reading them and poring over the pictures. Try adding funny voices to bring characters to life. 

 

Wishing you all the very best, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

Reading Rainbow 

  1A - Eshaal 

  1B - Bethany, Nicolas 

6A - Michalina 

6B - Umar 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-read/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-read
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-read/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-read


 

Orange 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow 

 

 

 

 R2 - Amna  

 2B - Wiktoria, Keegan 

       3/4A - Annie-Faye, Laylon, Robertas 

 

       3/4B  - Jayden, Zoya, Luchia, Olivia, Ajrina 

                   Malanding, Lillia 

     

3/4C - Maryam A, Charlie, Laura, Brandon,  

            Marshall, Kacper 

   5A  - Husna,Shingi, Tehmina, Luca 

   5B - Charlie 

   6A  - Izzy, Arman, Subhan 

   6B - Evie, Advina 

Reading Rainbow Continued... 

 
 
 

After last week’s successful Ant-Bullying Week, we now have 3 new Anti-Bullying  
Ambassadors. Well done to Andreea, Meerab and Emily D who will do a fantastic 
job, I’m sure, along with Miss Lyford, to keep the school a safe and happy place for all 
children. 

  R1 - Molly, Harry, Junayd, Theo, Arooba 

                       R2 - Arfa, Fiammetta 

                       1A - Amelia 

                       1B - James, Ellie 

                       2A - Hirah 

                       2B - Arisha, Amelia, Tristan              

                         

    3/4A - Emily 

    3/4B - Zoe 

    3/4C - Ranga  

        5A - Tabarik 

        6A  - Andreea, Bradley, Nikolas 

         6B - Kai, Max, Carter 

 

 
 

We have been so proud of the work of Year 6 so far this term. 
They are showing a fantastic attitude towards learning and 
here are some examples of the work which they have been  
doing at home. Hearing children read regularly, practising times 
tables and working from the homework menu all support your 
child. We will be sending home SATs workbooks nearer to 
Christmas for  children to practise key skills. Thank you for your 
support. 

            Year Six 

 Anti-Bullying Week 



 

 
With Christmas approaching we have had to think about how to ensure everybody’s safety in this challenging time. If your 
child would like to send Christmas cards this year, could we ask that they are brought in on a Monday and put in a        
quarantine box. They will then be given out on the Friday.  If  your child would like to exchange gifts with another child, 
could these be exchanged on the playground and given to parents. 

Next week we will be releasing, on Class Dojo, our united Christmas performance for you all to enjoy based on the Jolly 
Christmas Postman. Each class has performed a part and these will be put on Class Dojo daily starting from 1st December. 
We hope you will enjoy it! 

                    Christmas 

 

 

 

Applications for Reception places for September 2021 opened on 3 November 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-
primary-school and applications must be in by 15 January latest. 

With our planned Open Days likely to be affected by Lockdown there is an Open Day presentation on the school website, in 
the tab marked ‘School Information’. Please phone the school if you have any questions what-so-ever and ask for either 
Mrs Pratley, Early Years leader, or Mr Blackwell. 

School Open Days for September 2021 entry 

 

 

Thank you for donating to this 
year’s British Legion collection. 
This is always very well            
supported by school and we 
raised a  fantastic £568.41 for 
the poppy appeal. 

 

 

   British Legion 

 

 

Thank you to the parents that have  
donated Christmas trees to school. 
They will add to the festive feel around 
school from next week. 

Donated trees 

Thursday 3rd December 

 

Friday 4th December 

Wednesday 9th December 

Thursday 17th December 

Thursday 17th December 

Friday 18th December 

Monday 4th January 

Tuesday 5th January 

 

School Open Day 

(3.45-5pm by appointment 

only) 

Christmas Decoration Day 

School Christmas Dinner 

Christmas party day 

Last day for Nursery children 

Last day for main school 

INSET day– closed for children 

School re-opens 

    Dates for your diary ... 

 

 
We’ve registered St Leonard's (Banbury) C E Primary School with #easyfundraising, 
which means over 4,000 shops and sites will now donate to us for FREE every time 
you use #easyfundraising to shop with them. If possible, could you share this on your 
social media to raise funds for the school please?  

These donations will help SO MUCH, so please sign up to support us – it’s completely 
FREE and doesn’t take long. 

                    Fundraising 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-primary-school
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-primary-school

