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At the end of a long term I’d first of all like to pay tribute to our staff. They have worked        
extremely hard since the return to school in September to adapt to new arrangements, to put 
children at ease and to ensure everyone’s safety. I’m sure that you will join me in thanking 
them for their huge commitment to our children and wish them all a well-earned rest this 
Christmas.  

We almost got through the term without closing any bubbles. Sadly events conspired against us 
and we were forced to close Years 5 and 6 this week, not because of child illness but because of 
a positive case amongst staff. By following Public Health England advice hopefully these        
precautions will ensure that the risk to children is limited. 

It is important that any case where a child develops COVID symptoms within 48 hours of leaving school on Friday, 18       
December and subsequently tests positive, is reported to school on office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk , so we can       
support the Government’s Track and Trace process. In all other cases, parents/carers should follow the Coronavirus advice 
and isolate for 10 days from the date of the test result. All close contacts should also isolate for 10 days. 

It has certainly been a challenging time for everyone this year and usually Christmas is a time when families come together. 
This year is different as we all try to balance the 3-household rule with the needs of others. What has made me most proud 
since March is the resilience, determination and community mindedness of all our families. Hopefully every child will enjoy 
some special moments this Christmas and, fingers crossed, there will be better times to look forward to as we approach 
spring. 

Wishing you seasonal cheer and a very Happy and Healthy New Year. 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 

We had a fantastic Christmas rock concert yesterday and the Santa Fun Run today. There is still time to give a donation to 
Katharine House Hospice via School Money – thank you in advance for your generosity.  

Tomorrow is Party Day. Children can come in party clothes for the day. Please can parents/carers provide a packed lunch – 
unfortunately this year we will not be able to share food as usual. If your child is in YR to Y2, or is entitled to free school  
dinners in KS2, individual party food will be provided and children have already chosen what they would like. 

As usual we will finish slightly early on the last day, Friday 18 December.   

 1.30 Reception and Year 1 

 1.45 Year 2 and Year 3/4   

 After School Club will close at 5.00pm 

 

Nursery’s final day is Thursday, 17 December so that new starters can visit us ahead of January 

Christmas 
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All term we’ve been talking about reading. I wonder how many children will receive a book for Christmas? I can still         
remember, as a boy, getting the Guinness Book of World Records almost every year and learning about the person with the 
longest ever finger nails (you don’t want to know!). Whether it’s a new book or an old favourite the holidays provide a 
chance to share some precious time together. Never underestimate the power of the memories created in such moments. 

Last week 10 children joined the Reading Rainbow at the first Red step, 14 more made it to Orange, 14 to Yellow, 18 to 
Green and Max from Year Six became the first person to reach Blue! 

Red 
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Yellow 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Green 
 

 

 

 

Blue 

 

 

 

   R2 - Zain  

   1A - Husna, Lottie 

   1B - Finlay 

   2B - Nimrah 

           3/4A - Evie 

            3/4B - Omar 

 3/4C - John 

            5A - Riley, Grace 

 6A - Valyo 

 6B - Alfie, Ayesha, Keri Ann 

Reading Rainbow 

  1A - Ethan, Manuka 

  1B - Isaac 

  3/4A - Brendan            

      3/4B - Zara, Emily DS, Olivia, Robin 

 3/4C - Charlie, Alanna 

 5A - Shingi 

 5B - Aiden, Shibra 

 6A - Hollie 

        R1 - Junayd, Harry, Theo 

        1A - Amelia, Lucy  

        1B - Ellie 

 2B - Arisha, Amelia 

 3/4B - Zoe 

 3/4C - Ranga, Eliza, George 

5A - Tabarik 

6A - Niki, Daniel, Bradley, Andreea 

6B - Carter  

   1A - Mohammed, Musab 

   1B - Sophia, Maryam 

   2A - Emaan, Marcel 

 3/4C - Rihanna, Fatima, Amelia 

 6B - Lucas 

6B - Max 



 

 

 

We are very grateful to our friends at Newly Weds who are providing food 
parcels for some of our families next Monday. These are for families not  
entitled to Food Vouchers from the Government but whom would             
appreciate a little ‘extra’ this Christmas.  Happy Christmas to you all! 

Newly Weds 

 

Thursday 17th December 

 

Thursday 17th December 

Friday 18th December 

Monday 4th January 

Tuesday 5th January 

Wednesday 6th January 

 

 

Thursday 7th January 

 

Wednesday 13th January 

 

 

 

Christmas party day -  

non uniform/party clothes 

Last day for Nursery children 

Last day for main school 

INSET day - closed for children 

School re-opens 

Reception Open Day  

(3.45-5pm by appointment 

only) 

School photos - children only 

 (no families - sorry) 

Reception Open Day 

 (3.45-5pm by appointment 

only) 

    Dates for your diary ... 

 

 
 

Not everyone has access to technology at home. Something that 
would help some of our children connect is if you could have a 
clear-out of any unwanted mobile phones from home. You’ll 
need to remove the Apple ID first if it’s an iPhone (https://
support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201351 ) and, if they still operate, 
we’ll be able to provide SIM cards so that children can access 
data for learning. Many thanks in advance. 

           Distance Learning 

 
 

You can find us on Facebook 

Search: St Leonard’s Parents/Carers 

and request to join 

Facebook 

 

 
 

 
Time is running out to apply for 
Reception places in September 
2021. Applications need to be in 
by 15 January. Parents are very 
welcome to visit us (socially      
distanced!) for Open Days after 
school on Wednesday 6 and 13 
January, by appointment please. 
We can also help you apply online 
if that is helpful! 

      Reception Places 

   

 

There is lots going on at St Leonard’s Church both 
online and in person over Christmas. Please see the 
flyer for details. 

St Leonard’s Church 

https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201351
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201351

