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From the Head Teacher
Almost at the end of term now! We’re very encouraged by the progress that the vast majority
of children are making in their learning and they will all be due a well-earned rest soon over
Christmas.
A quick health update; we have only had 3 instances of Covid-19 amongst our children, all of
which fell within the half term period. We are very grateful to all our families for working so
hard alongside staff to make sure that children are safe at St Leonard’s.
We continue to work hard at raising expectations in children’s reading. The government
recently published their own guidance https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to
-read/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-read and here are the next two of their 10 top tips to consider:


Create a comfortable environment
Make a calm, comfortable place for your family to relax and read independently - or together.



Make use of your local library
Libraries in England, when open, have all sorts of reading ideas. Local libraries also offer brilliant online
materials, including audiobooks and ebooks to borrow. See Libraries Connected for more digital library services
and resources.

Wishing you all the very best,
Neil Blackwell

Christmas
We hope that you have been enjoying the Jolly Christmas Postman
on Class Dojo and today is of course Christmas dinner! Many thanks
to the kitchen and lunchtime team for organising this and providing
nearly 400 Christmas dinners for the whole school community.
There’s still time to send Christmas cards this year, please bring them
in on Monday and we’ll put them in quarantine and give them out of
Friday. If your child would like to exchange gifts with another child,
could these be exchanged on the playground and given to parents.
Next Thursday is Party Day. Children can come in party clothes for
the day. Please can parents/carers provide a packed lunch –
unfortunately this year we will not be able to share food as usual. If
your child is in YR to Y2 or is entitled to free school dinners in KS2
individual party food will be provided and children have already
chosen what they would like.

Reading Rainbow
Last week 14 children joined the Reading Rainbow at the first Red step, 22 more made it to Orange, 29 to Yellow, and we
had 9 make it to Green. Really well done to everyone and, judging by the number of children who stop me each day,
Reception children are really getting the hang of it now!

Red
R2- Subhan, Musa, Mason

3/4B - Tyreak

1A - Eddie

3/4C - Ashala, Samir

1B - Kieran

5B - Eljon

3/4A - Ethan, Shamas, Sonia, Vanessa,
Zariq

Orange
R1 - Chloe, Sashya

3/4B - Jan, Julia, Hifza, Mikayla, Elise, Jay

R2 - Fred

5B - Tyreke, Danyaal, Farhana, Ruby

1A - Vanessa

6A - Rubie

2B - Rosie, Ibrahim

6B - Eesa, Ayesha

3/4A - Luke D, Aisha N, Lilia

Yellow
R1 - Danny

3/4B - Jaydon, Lilia

1A - Aliza, Malaikah, Medina, Nicola

3/4C - Emily, Maryam B, Nithish, Sam

1B - Clara, Hafsah

5A - Ben, Zara

2A - Kayson, Kacper

5B - Francisc, Hamza, Imaan

2B - Isa

6A - Geoffrey, Scarlet, Isabelle, Alexa

3/4A - Piotr, Esha, Oscar

6B - Alicja

Green
R1 - Molly, Milo

3/4A - Emily

R2 - Fiammetta

3/4C - Lillia

2A - Olivia
2B - Alice

6B - Max, Kai

Governor News
As we near the end of a year that challenging only begins to describe,
I wanted to write to introduce several new Governors to parents and carers.
The Governing Board has been joined by two new parent Governors –
Gemma Barker and Cressida Lester, who have experience in teaching and learning, and special educational needs. We also
welcome Bridget Robb and Christine Fisher as co-opted and Local Authority Governors, who will be working on the school
resources committee. Finally, we’re delighted to welcome Ishrat Hanif and Laura Brown, who are teaching assistants in the
school, as associate members. Ishrat and Laura will be working to strengthen our links to the community and towards our
goal to make ‘every child a reader’.
On behalf of the Governors I would like to thank Mr Blackwell, our fantastic teaching staff and teaching assistants, all of the
other staff members in the school, and of course parents and carers for supporting and caring for our School’s children
during this difficult time. We look forward to 2021 with hope that the days of masks and distancing will be behind us!
I hope you all have a happy and restful Christmas break.
Ed Anderson (chair of Governors)

Distance Learning
In case of any future disruption to learning we have been
working hard on our Distance Learning Strategy, details of which
are now posted in the COVID-19 section of the website.
Something that would help us is if you could have a clear-out of
any unwanted mobile phones from home. You’ll need to
remove the Apple ID first, if it’s an iPhone and, if they still
operate, we’ll be able to provide SIM cards so that children can
access data for their learning https://support.apple.com/en-gb/
HT201351

Katherine House Hospice appeal
Next Wednesday, 16 December
is our Santa Run for Katharine
House Hospice. Children are
asked to dress in a festive yet
safe manner for the occasion.
Donations via School Money
please as this will allow us to get
the donation to them before Christmas.

Reception Places

Many thanks in advance.

Dates for your diary ...
Wednesday 16th December

Katherine House Santa Run

Thursday 17th December

Christmas party day Non Uniform/party clothes

Thursday 17th December

Last day for Nursery children

Friday 18th December

Last day for main school

Monday 4th January

INSET day - closed for children

Tuesday 5th January

School re-opens

Thursday 7th January

School photos - children only
(no families - sorry)

Apply now for a Reception
September 2021!!
Please telephone or email the
school to find out more about
what we can offer your child.
Socially distanced tours of the
school can be booked in the new
year, dates to be confirmed.

Facebook
You can find us on Facebook
Search: St Leonard’s Parents/Carers

and request to join

