
Newsletter  
     4th February 2021 

Overthorpe Road, 
            Banbury, 

OX16 4SB 

      Tel: 01295 262507 

office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk  

Head Teacher: 

Neil Blackwell 

 

 

What a term this has been and I am so proud of what children, parents and staff have achieved 

so far. We have up to 85 children attending school and everyone receiving Live Learning each 

day. Key Stage Two have adapted incredibly to Google Classroom and more and more of you 

have been submitting work, so that we can see how well you are doing. We’re also pleased that 

more and more of our younger families are joining us on Tapestry in Nursery and Reception. 

Good to see you! 

It’s been exhausting for everyone, and many people feel like they’re doing two jobs! What’s 

been most rewarding though has been seeing the faces of children either at school or learning on the big screen, keeping 

in touch with friends and sharing some of the small things that children are so good at finding even in these most difficult 

times. 

At the time of writing we are no nearer to knowing when schools will fully reopen. 8th March has been mentioned but    

honestly we don’t know. So far the Lateral Flow Device Tests at School have yielded zero positive cases amongst staff.     

Infection rates have fallen in Grimsbury from almost 1,000 per 100,000 people to around 250 and many older residents 

and the clinically vulnerable have been receiving their vaccinations. This all sounds like good news and I would add my 

voice to urge everyone to take up the vaccination when it is offered to them. 

With one full week to go this will probably be the last newsletter before Half Term so I hope that you all manage a break of 

some kind. The mornings are slowly becoming lighter and the snowdrops are pushing their way through. Spring is always a 

time of hope and when we return on 22 February hopefully there will be lots to look forward to in the months ahead. 

From Monday, 22 February we will be making a small change to the school day; opening the gates 10 minutes earlier and 

aiming to start register at 8:50am, this will give just a little more time to welcome children into school before starting      

Distance Learning. The end of the school day remains at 3.00pm 

Wishing you all the very best,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 

Last week one of our Governors visited and gave positive affirmation of so many things which we 

have in place for the safety of children and staff at school.  

The vast majority of parents are also supporting us but not everyone is consistently following the 

rules. Please wear a mask every day unless you are medically exempt and try to minimise the 

number of people who collect in any given week – ideally the same person every day. Thank you 

in advance.  

COVID Safety 



 
 

So pleased with everyone who is continuing to read (and read!) at home. In the last 2 weeks 10 children got to the second 

stage (Orange), 10 got to Yellow, 15 got to Green, 20 got to Blue, 22 got to Indigo and 15 got to Violet. Really well done! 
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Indigo 

Reading Rainbow 

  1B - Zara 

  2A - Winnie 

                       2B - Ibrahim, Ida, Lucas 

  3/4A - Luke D  

           3/4C - Tilly, John 

 5A - Riley 

           6B - Emily D 

 

  R1 - Danielle, Sophie 

  1A - Jackson, Ethan 

  2A - Yahya, Humaira 

                       2B - Isa 

  3/4A - Madison, Robertas, Luke W 

 3/4B - Musa 

 3/4C - Laura, Brandon 

 5B - Charlie 

 6B - Emily K 

 

  R1 - Harry, Arooba, Afsa 

                       1A - Aliza 

                       1B - Isaac, Clara, James, Jake 

                       2B - Louie, Evie, Kacper, Kai 

 5A - Ben 

 5B - Jaydee, Noah, Imaan, Francisc 

 6A - Geoffrey 

 6B - Eleanor, Leo 

   R1 - Daniel, Molly, Junayd,  

                                          Fiametta 

   1A - Lucy, Malaikah, Medina 

                                  1B - Darcey, Ellie, Zeke 

                                  2A - Kacper 

                                  2B - Arisha, Ayana 

           3/4A - Emily B 

           3/4B - Zoe, India 

           3/4C - Ranga, George 

 5A - Zara 

 6B - Isabelle, Kai 

  R2 - Mason  

  1A - Eddie 

  1B - Bethany, Nicolas 

 2A - Dylan 

 3/4A - Luke D 

 3/4C - Arthur, Sapphire, Haleema 



 

 
We were sad to see Connor 

Keane leave school last week. 

He has been a central figure 

at Breakfast Club and After 

School for many years and is 

leaving to take up new      

opportunities. We wish him 

all the best for the future. 

 

You can find us on Facebook 

Search: St Leonard’s Parents/Carers 

and request to join 

Facebook 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week 
 

 

 

This week the focus is once again on children’s mental health and children will be asked to Express Yourself on Friday, to 

find ways to be creative, have fun or just share how they are feeling with someone else. 

We know that the current national situation is also challenging for adults and parents and it is heartening to hear the  
Duchess of Cambridge refer to this in her message to mark the Week.  

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/message?utm_source=Schools&utm_campaign=a882e698d3-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_25_11_52&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c6b02a1e38-a882e698d3-219753219  

 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QZTHBKD  

Please could you complete the above survey. It will help 
school with understanding Home Learning during        
lockdown. 

Home Learning Survey 

  

Violet 

 

 

 

 

 
The children who have reached Violet will now start the Reading Bingo Challenge, where they are asked to read a variety of 

different books. Teachers will contact parents with this information via our online platforms. 

Reading Rainbow continued…. 

  R1 - Milo 

  2B - Alice 

  3/4B - Zoe, Emily BF, India 

 5A - Nadia, Yagoda 

 5B - Megan, Veronika, Olly, Alex 

 6B - Meerab, Lauren, Max, Tymon 

 

We know that the Edenred national food voucher scheme is popular with families that have received these. However, it 

does not run over Half Term and the responsibility for Free School Meals then sits with Local Authorities who have then 

passed it back to schools. This means that we will use the Wonde voucher system as we did at Christmas time. 

Families may also be able to access support for heating costs or water bills via www.cherwell.gov.uk/wintergrant  

The Community Fridge also remains open at the Madni Mosque in Merton Street. 

Winter Support Grant 

 
 

We recently received a receipt for 

£301.50 which the school raised for 

Children In Need. This came with a 

lovely message which is especially    

appropriate at this time: “Together, 

we can change young lives. The money you have raised 

means that we can continue to support disadvantaged 

children and young people across the UK, so that they can 

live safe, happy lives and have the chance to reach their 

potential”. 

      Children In Need       Farewell 
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