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Newsletter
From the Head Teacher

It has been an incredibly busy, yet rewarding, term. The children have embraced the
St Leonard’s Way and there is evidence all around the school of children Engaging in
learning, Challenging themselves to do well and being Inspired by their teachers to be the
best that they can be.
On pages 2 and 3 of this week’s newsletter you’ll find just a few examples of the children at
work and play. Thank you to all our staff for all their continued, dedicated service and to our
parents for your continued support in helping us to raise expectations of what our children
can achieve.
Have a well deserved and enjoyable half term break - if only it would stop raining! School reopens to children on Tuesday,
8 June.
Wishing you all the very best,
Neil Blackwell

Reading Rainbow
“Reading is dreaming with your eyes wide open”
Red
R2 - Vicki

3/4C - Stefan

Orange
R2 - Sia

3/4B - Afia

Yellow
3/4A - Abdul, Sonia

5B - Khadijah

6A - Julie

Green
1A - Eshaal

2B - Dexter

2A - Yahya

3/4C - Sapphire

6B - Eesa

Reading Rainbow Continued...
Blue
1A - Husna

3/4A - Evie, Lena

5A - Mya

2A - Hirah

3/4B - Hafsa

6A - Habiba, Jayden

2B - Mason

3/4C - Samir, Richard

Indigo
1A - Zain

3/4C - Kacper

3/4A - Brendan

5B - Aiden, Aroosh

Violet
R1 - Harry

3/4B - Usman, Violet

1A - Violet

3/4C - Maryam B

1B - Sophia

6B - Ayesha

2A - Kai

Bingo Finisher
1A - Amelia

3/4B - Zoe

We have had our first two children complete the Reading Bingo Challenge! Well done to Amelia and Zoe and we hope
that you continue with your love of reading!

Nursery Garden
There have been some new additions to the Nursery garden. We now
have a teepee, sensory area, mud kitchen and bird table. The TeePee
is great for imaginary play, building conversation and turn taking - lots
of keen children ready to explore inside. The mud kitchen is great for
discovering the joys of nature!
The children are becoming more and more observant in spotting birds
and will mark on the checklist when they see one. They are improving
with the names of the regular birds that visit and especially enjoy
seeing any birds eating the seed or leftover crusts from snack-time.

Year 1 PE
Outdoor fun is so important and Year 1 have enjoyed playing
rounders for the first ever time in small groups. They have had
great fun applying all the throwing, batting and catching skills
they had learnt this term.

Sound’s the limit!
It has been very noisy in the lower junior department this
week, but all for a good cause. Year 3 and 4 children have
been learning about sound. They have been making rice
jump on a drum to measure volume as well as making
instruments with boxes, containers and elastic bands.
They used their instruments to explore pitch. They have
also made string telephones to investigate how sound
travels.
One of the home learning tasks this term is to make ear gongs. This is a fun activity for
children of all ages and has been a popular choice with the year 3 and 4 children.

Relationships, Health and Sex Education
The Relationships Education, RSE, and Health Education (England) Regulations 2019 have made Relationships Education
compulsory in all primary schools as per section 34 of the Children and Social Work Act 2017.
The consultation period finished on 21 May and there have been zero amendments to make. Our policy and curriculum for
this area are still available to read in the policies section of the school website, and are part of our commitment to ensuring
that children from St Leonard’s learn and adopt the school values of Love, Respect and Responsibility in their relationships
with each other and within the community.

Courses for Parents
We have been in discussion with Banbury and Bicester College and will be
able to offer English Language courses for parents once more, hopefully
next term dependent upon numbers.
We can offer English courses for parents wishing to learn or improve their
English and these are available to parents from any nationality. They are
really valuable for giving you the skills to support your children’s learning
and also showing your children how much you value learning!
We can also offer adult literacy classes for parents who, for many reasons, did not master reading and writing when they
were younger. There is no shame in this; it is literally one of the bravest things that you can do to ask for support and could
be, literally, life-changing.
Please phone the Office 01295 262507 or email office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk to register your interest. All enquiries
taken in strictest confidence.

Dates for your diary ...
Friday 28th May

School Closes for Half Term

Monday 7th June

INSET Day

Tuesday 8th June

Return to School

Tuesday 29th June

Welcome meeting for new
parents

Wednesday 7th July

Welcome meeting for new
children (and their parents)

Social Media
Our new Facebook page is live! Please use the link below
to like and follow our page:
https://www.facebook.com/
StLeonardsCofEprimaryschoolbanbury
We hope to update it regularly to show you some of the
great things happening inside our school. A polite reminder
please to parents about not posting photos, videos or
comments about other children from school.

