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Every Child a Learner 

Last year we set ourselves the goal of making Every Child a Reader. It was wildly successful with 

children of all ages reading more and moving along the Reading Rainbow. The momentum has 

carried on this year and children are reading more than ever, supported by our wonderful new 

Library. They now have the additional colours of bronze, silver and gold to aim for at the end of 

the Rainbow! 

This year we would like to adopt another goal of making Every Child a Learner. This means engaging in learning – being at 

school every day, on time – and adopting our Learning Powers to make themselves better learners. As a reminder our 

Learning Powers are: Be Proud, Use your Imagination, Be Co-operative, Don’t Give Up, Have a Go, Challenge Yourself, Be 

Curious, Keep Improving, Concentrate, Keep Flearning, and Enjoy Learning. 

Chief amongst our goals are developing independence and resilience, and often this starts at home. Support and            

encouragement for learning goes a long way, and recognition that lots of practise is required. Not everything worth doing 

is easy and a Growth Mindset always helps! 

Attendance at our Parent Consultations in November is a hugely important part in sharing your child’s learning journey. 

Working together is always more productive than working on our own, so please use this time to help us to help you    

support learning both at home and at school. 

 

Wishing you all the very best,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

“Life in all its fullness”  

Newsletter 

 

 

We had some very tired Year 3 and Year 4 children return from their long-anticipated residential trip to the Aylmerton  

Outdoor Education Centre in Norfolk.  Teachers tell me that this was the best behaved and kindest group of children that 

they have ever taken away, and this was also commented upon by staff at the Centre. Nothing could make me prouder! 

Huge thanks to Mrs Debus, Miss Nicklin, Mrs Embra and Miss Philpott for giving up their weekend to make this such a  

wonderful occasion for our children. 

       Aylmerton  



 

 

We were delighted to have an author, Lawrence Prestidge, visit school last 

Thursday. He entertained our children in assembly by reading extracts from 

Terror at the Sweet Shop and Can Such Things Be. He then signed books in 

the Library afterwards and we have added a nice set of his books to the 

Library for everyone to enjoy. The Library is open for visitors EVERY DAY, 

except Fridays, and you can now visit whichever day suits you – entry is    

easiest via the Year 1 entrance but you can also enter the main corridor via 

the Quiet Playground. 

     Lawrence Prestidge 

 

 

Thank you for your support at the library opening this half term. Due to the number of books 

bought by you at the event, we managed to get 26 free books from Bookworms to go into 

the new library. Banbury Bookworms will be back at St. Leonard's on Friday 3rd December at 

our PFTA Christmas Fair, just in time stock up on books for Christmas.  

   New Library Books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 had the privilege of welcoming parents back to school to watch the first sharing assembly for almost two years. They 

have been learning about Moses as a leader this half term in RE and shared the story of his life in their assembly.                

All children spoke so loud and clearly and are already looking forward to performing for you again in their KS1 Christmas 

Production in December. 

     Year 2 Assembly 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

On behalf of the Governors I would like to welcome you to the new school year. It’s great to see the School (almost) back 

to normal after such a challenging couple of years! 

We have a number of new faces in the School, and not least on the Governing body where we welcome new co-opted 

Governor Amy Bissell onto the board. And it has already been an exciting term, especially with the opening of the new 

School library that I hope you have had the chance to explore. Thanks in particular to Mrs Russell for her inspiring        

artwork, and to Mrs Brown and Mrs Hancock for their hard work in building the book collection. 

This afternoon I had the chance to attend the harvest festival celebration by Year 5 and 6 at St Leonard’s church – a   

wonderful collection of songs and poems which showed how much the children are enjoying their learning. It was also 

my first time to visit the church since the passing of Sue Burchell, who is much missed as a friend and colleague by the 

Governing board. I know that she would have enjoyed the children’s performances.  

As always, if any parents have anything they would like to raise with the Governors, we can be contacted at 

chairofgovs@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk. We wish you all a happy half term break! 

Ed Anderson, Chair of Governors 

        Governor News 



 

 

Next week is our Half Term break and we wish all our     

children and families a relaxing week. School opens again 

for children on Tuesday, 2nd November. We look forward 

to seeing you all again then. 

            Half Term 

 

 

Friday 22nd October 

 

Friday 22nd October  

 

Monday 25th October 

 

Wednesday 27th October 

 

 

Monday 1st November 

 

Tuesday 2nd November 

 

Tuesday 2nd November 

 

Wednesday 3rd November 

 

Monday 8th November 

 

 

Monday 8th November 

 

Monday 22nd November 

 
Harvest collection 

 

School closes for Half Term 

 

Half Term begins 

 

Grimsbury Play Day Bridge 

St Garden 11am-3pm 

 

INSET Day 

 

School reopens 

 

Parent Consultations 

 

Parent Consultations 

 

Yr5 and Yr6 Residential to 

Stone Farm 

 

Family Meals Week 

 

Family Meals Week 

    Dates for your diary ... 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Online Safety Parents Workshop Tuesday 9th November 2021 8-9pm 

123ICT are pleased to offer a Free one-hour safety workshop for parents and carers via live stream. Join us from the      

comfort of your own home. Please note, this workshop contains materials that are NOT suitable for children! The         

workshop includes information about the risks of using the internet and tips on how to reduce these risks and where to get 

help and support all based on the latest research and evidence. 

To register your interest please visit https://123parents.oxon.in 

    Online Safety 

 

 

Friday is our Harvest celebration. We will be 

collecting cans and packets which will go to 

the Cherwell Larder, a local group supporting 

local families during these difficult times. 

Please donate if you are able as many of the beneficiaries 

will be children. Thank you to all the parents who attended 

the Year 5 Harvest Service at St Leonard’s Church. 

            Harvest 

 

 

Lunchtime is a key part of the school day – a chance to eat 

and play together, and to clear the mind ready for learning 

in the afternoon. Successful lunchtimes don’t just happen 

by chance. We have a friendly hard-working team,          

organised and friendly, who help children make the most of 

this time. If you would like to join us, either full or           

part-time, please get in touch with Mrs Keane via the Office 

to find out more.  

            Lunchtime Vacancies 

        Harvest 
 

 

Admissions open for Primary School places for September 2022 on 2nd November. If your child turns 4 before 31st August 

2021 then they will need to be enrolled for a school place https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-

place/reception-applications. Applications must be made by 15th January. This applies equally to children who attend our 

Nursery as a place in Reception is not automatic. 

We have three more Open Day booked: Tuesday, 9th November at 5.30pm, Thursday, 2nd December at 9.30am, and    

Tuesday, 14th December at 5.00pm. If you have neighbours or friends who might be interested then please let them 

know so they can see for themselves what a lovely school this is. Please contact the Office to book a place. 

    Open Days 



PTFA Half termly news 
 

It’s been a busy but successful first half term for the PTFA. We’ve welcomed a few new faces to the committee and 

have put on some great events to kick start this year’s fundraising.  

Our Cookie Crumble Fridays 

have proved to be hit and are 

bringing in extra money for 

PTFA funds on a weekly basis. 

During MacMillan Coffee Week 

we donated the £100 made in 

cookie crumble sales that week. 

Our first St. Leonard’s Circus 

was a fantastic family event.  

We felt very privileged to have 

put on an event that for many, 

was their first time going to a 

circus. 

 

 

The annual pumpkin 

competition will run over the 

half term break. Please see 

entry details on the whole 

school Dojo and Tapestry pages. 

Entries should be uploaded as a 

photo on Class dojo or Tapestry 

by Tuesday 2nd November. 

As Nursery are too young for 

the school disco, we couldn’t 

leave them out of the 

Hallowe’en celebrations. 

 

 

 

 

 

The PTFA provided Nursery with 

pumpkins to enjoy carving, 

hammering and making 

pumpkin soup. 

Our first school disco since 2019 

will be held tonight and we look 

forward to seeing you all on the 

dance floor. With the £3 entry 

fee we were able to put some 

of this money towards a small 

treat bag from local business 

‘Sheila’s sweets’ for children to 

receive at the disco. 

£100 is being donated from 

PTFA funds to our Early Years 

setting to provide appropriate 

toys, books and educational 

resources for our youngest 

children to access when they 

visit the new school library. 

 

 

 

PTFA dates for your diary… 

 

w/c 1st November Pumpkin 

Competition winners 

announced 

 

Friday 3rd December Christmas 

Fair 3pm onwards 

 

Friday 15th December 

Christmas Movie Night 

 

Thank you for your support this 

half term. Our next meeting is 

Monday 8th November at 7pm 

in the Diamond Building. As 

always, new faces are very 

welcome.  

 

We are running the Christmas 

Card artwork project again. 

Artwork designs have been sent 

home.  

 

If you wish to order, please 

return your child’s artwork with 

CASH to school by Tuesday 2nd 

November. 

 






