
Overthorpe Road, 
            Banbury, 

OX16 4SB 

      Tel: 01295 262507 

office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk  

Head Teacher: Neil Blackwell 

Newsletter 

“Life in all its fullness”  

John 10:10 

 
 

 
 

 

What an incredible term this has been! The team at Stone Farm said our Year 5 and 6 were 

one of the best groups they had ever had in 40 years! This week it has been the Pantomime 

trip to Aylesbury to see Cinderella and there was a joyous mood more befitting of a summer 

trip as the children set off on their three coaches. For many it was their first trip to a theatre 

and these experiences are priceless.  

My thanks go to every single member of staff for keeping the ‘show’ going this term. COVID-19 has not defeated us and, 

despite multiple staff absences on occasion, everyone has covered and done their part to make sure that children are safe, 

that learning carries on and that all the other wonderful things that school can offer – trips, Christmas performances, clubs 

– continue as close to ‘normal’ as we can make it. 

School finishes for the Christmas holiday at 2.00pm this Friday for Reception to Yr 6 and I’d like to wish all our families a 

very Merry Christmas. Our children are special and whatever else may be happening in our busy lives we owe it to them, 

and ourselves, to make it as enjoyable as possible.  

School reopens to children on Wednesday 5th January. We wish you all a very Happy New Year!  

Wishing you all the very best,  
 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 

 

The Christmas break can sometimes be a worrying time for children and they rely on the adults in their life to protect 

them. If you have concerns you can use our safeguarding line nblackwell@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk or contact the office 

via office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk who will forward your message to the most appropriate person. If your         

concerns are serious and you believe that a child is at serious risk of harm then don’t hesitate to contact the MASH (Multi 

Agency Safeguarding Hub) on 0345 050 7666 or the police if something has already happened.  

      Safeguarding 

  16th December 2021 

 
 

Lots of children may be receiving game consoles or phones this Christmas which 

increases the potential of playing with people they don’t know online. As       

parents it is our responsibility to monitor our children when playing games 

online and being hyper vigilant as to who they are talking to. The link below has 

useful ways to help keep your child safe whilst they are gaming online: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/  

   Stay Safe Online 

mailto:nblackwell@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/


 

 

          How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week... 

We had such a wide range of after school clubs on offer this term providing our     

children with the opportunities to learn new skills and take part in new activities. A 

special thanks must be given to the staff who have given up their time after school 

to run these clubs. Clubs to look forward to next half term are Art, Athletics, Board 

Games, Dance, Homework, Mindfulness & Well-being, and Spanish. Letters will be 

sent out at the start of next term with information on days/times as well as club 

booking forms. If you are at Tesco Extra over the coming weeks doing a spot of 

Christmas shopping, look out for EYFS and KS1 Art Club's wonderful 'Run Rudolph 

Run' display. 

     Clubs 

 

 

This week Year One and Two performed 'It's A Census, 

Get Me Out of Here!'. All of the children worked           

incredibly hard on the performance, and we were so 

pleased to have parents in to share their hard work. Miss 

Cross's class sang 'Walking and Walking' beautifully as our 

second song of the play and Miss Funning's class ended 

the play with a fantastic Christmas song called 'Sing It 

Out'. We would also like to say a huge thank you and well 

done to the children who stepped in at the last minute to 

say extra lines. Well done to all of the children, we are 

very proud of you all.  

  KS1 Production 

        Harvest 
 

 

 

On Wednesday 15th December, children from Years 1-6 travelled to Aylesbury's Waterside Theatre to watch their            

pantomime: Cinderella.  After 2 years of disruption to our lives, it was amazing to see the children back in the theatre with 

huge smiles on their faces.  We all enjoyed spotting ghosts: "it's behind you", arguing with the Ugly Sisters about whether 

Cinderella went to the ball: "Oh yes she did!" and of course our ice-creams!  As always, the children were incredibly        

well-behaved and were a pleasure to spend time with.  Thank you to all of the staff who helped to organise the visit and to 

those who accompanied us to the theatre. 

    Pantomime 



 

 

 

Thank you to all the parents and grandparents who        

supported us by attending the Year 6 Carol Concert at St 

Leonard’s Church on Tuesday. The children sang beautifully 

and it was lovely to be back in Church at Christmas time. 

Year 6 Carol Concert 

 

 

There is lots happening to support our community. School is continuing to host English Language classes every Thursday at 

1.00pm and lessons will start again on Thursday 13th January. The tutor is from Banbury and Bicester College – if you 

would like to join please let the Office know. 

We also host the Sunrise multicultural project every Wednesday at St Leonard’s, 1.00-2.45 for women of any background. 

Why not drop in to see what they have to offer? Lots of advice or maybe just a chat. 

There are also adult courses on offer in pottery, art and craft, fitness and mindfulness at Grimsbury Community Hall. Please 

see the flyer attached. 

   Community 

 

 

We are hosting a Banbury United Multi Sport Xmas Camp at School from Monday 20th December to Thursday 23rd        

December. Details are on the poster attached but, most importantly, children who are eligible for free school meals can 

receive free places, which includes a free lunch each day.  

           Multi Sport Xmas Camp 

 

 

The total raised from the Santa Run now stands at £833, for Katharine House Hospice.  Well done to everyone at St 

Leonard’s for such a super effort and thank you to Mrs Nottingham for organizing the event. 

         Santa Run 

 

 

Banbury Library would like to share with you details 

of The Reading Agency’s Winter Mini Challenge, a 

follow-up to their Summer Reading Challenge, which 

many of our children enjoyed and which is open  

until Sunday 16th January. Once again, in             

partnership with the World Wide Fund for Nature. 

To take part in the challenge, children simply choose a reading goal, choose any number of books, eBooks and audiobooks, 

then rate and review them online. Books added to the website during the six-week Mini Challenge period will count       

towards unlocking rewards including a virtual badge and certificate. The website will also feature games, reading activities 

and book reviews. More information can be found at www.wintermini.org.uk 

  Reading Challenge 

 

Friday 17th December 

 

Wednesday 5th January  

 

Thursday 20th January 

 

School closes at 2pm 

 

School reopens for children 

 

School photographer 

    Dates for your diary ... 

http://www.wintermini.org.uk/


PTFA Half termly news 
 

It’s been another fantastic half term again for the PTFA and we thank you for supporting all the events we have put on. 
Each event raises money for the little extra we can provide for all our St Leonard’s children. 

Our treat Fridays have           

continued to be a success with 

our doughnut sales this half 

term. Thank you for supporting 

this as it brings in a weekly 

fundraising amount for PTFA 

funds. 

 

Fundraising amounts 

Hallowe’en Disco £300 

Christmas Fayre £374 

Visiting Santa £200 

Thank you for supporting us in 

these events. 

The Christmas Fayre 

We held our second PFTA 

Christmas fayre at the start of 

December and what a success it 

was! We were delighted to have 

Miss Nicklin’s fantastic KS2 

choir open the fayre which was 

followed by a festive              

atmosphere in the hall as      

people enjoyed browsing and 

buying from local traders. 

We had lots of smiling faces 

receiving selection boxes and 

books from Santa. 

Christmas is always a magical 

time for our youngest children. 

The PTFA provided Nursery with 

gingerbread men along with 

icing & decorating kits. Nursery 

children enjoyed decorating 

(and eating) their creations. 

On behalf of the PTFA we wish 

all our St. Leonard’s families a 

safe and peaceful Christmas and 

look forward to putting on some 

more fantastic events in 2022. 

 
 

Upcoming events in 2022… 
 

Term 3 

17th Feb Valentine’s Disco 

 

Term 4 

7th April Easter Movie Night 

8th April Easter Bonnet Parade 

Easter Hamper Raffle 

 

Term 5 

Crazy Hair Day (Date TBA) 

 

Term 6 

1st July Platinum Jubilee Fete 

End of year campout (Date TBA) 

Our next meeting is Tuesday 

18th January at 7pm in the    

Diamond Building.  

As always, new faces are very 

welcome.  

We have seen some fantastic 

cards being sent across school 

with the designs the children 

came up with. We hope you are 

pleased with this year’s      

Christmas card artwork 

 

We are still awaiting our    

Christmas card invoice but once 

we receive it, we will share with 

you’re the amount raised. 





 
 

Christmas at St Leonard’s 

Church 
 

 

 

  
 

Christmas Reflections 

A chance to be quiet and consider the 

meaning of Christmas today using poet-

ry and pictures 

Friday 17th December 10 - 12.30pm 

Midnight Mass 

Christmas Eve 11pm 

There will be no morning service on 

Christmas Day or on Sunday 26th 

Traditional Carol Service 

Sunday 19th December 4pm 




