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“Life in all its fullness”  

John 10:10 

 
 

 
 

 

Wednesday was Christmas Dinner day and the children tucked into roast turkey 

and all the trimmings. The Hall had been decorated and lit beautifully, and         

behaviour was impeccable as children enjoyed chatting to their friends and teach-

ers, and pulling their crackers. Many were wearing Christmas jumpers for the day 

and it was hard to choose a favourite because they all looked so good! 

Wishing you all the very best,  
 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 

 

We are sad to say goodbye to Sally Philpott, our SENDCo and Assistant Head Teacher, who will be leaving us at Christmas. 

Sally has been at St Leonard’s for 13 years and has been a great advocate for our children, ensuring that they get the best 

possible support to help them. She is looking forward to spending more time with her own children and her new dog and 

we thank her for everything that she has done. We wish Sally all the very best for the future.  

Replacing Sally as SENDCo will be Lucy Nicklin, who will take on the post on an interim basis until the summer. Her          

replacement as Year 4 teacher will be Hannah Mansfield, who trained at St Leonard’s a few years ago and we are very 

pleased to welcome back. 

   Mrs Philpott 

 

 

We are in the first stage of rebranding our Wrap Around Clubs! The Clubs will be known as Lennie’s from now on with a 

logo to follow. A reminder that Breakfast Club is open from 7.30am and that After School Club is to 5.50pm. We are 

pleased to welcome two new members of staff: Kirsty Devonish and Stacey Higham.  

           Lennie’s 

  2nd December 2021 

 

 

The Santa Run has been a great success, raising over £490 for Katharine House Hospice.  Thank you to Mrs Nottingham for 

organising this lovely event. 

     Santa Run 

 

 

We are hosting a Banbury United Multi Sport Xmas Camp at School from Monday 20th December to Thursday 23rd        

December. Details are on the poster attached but, most importantly, children who are eligible for free school meals can 

receive free places, which includes a free lunch each day.  

           Multi Sport Xmas Camp 



 

 

 

        Harvest 

 

 

We are very much looking forward to attending the Year 6 Carol Concert at St Leonard’s 

Church on Tuesday 14th December at 2.00pm. All parents are welcome to attend. There is a 

traditional carol service at the Church, open to all, on Sunday 19th December at 4.00pm 

and a flyer is attached for Christmas Church arrangements. 

    Coming up...Year 6 Carol Concert 

 

 

What a fantastic way to end 2021! The children from Nursery and Reception performed 'Christmas Eve in the Toy Shop' this 

week. There was fantastic singing, amazing dancing and wonderful acting from all of the children, and it was so good to 

have parents back in school to watch! The Nursery children created a beautiful Nativity scene, complete with visiting   

shepherds, heavenly angels and Wise Men bringing gifts. A special mention to Felicity and Eli who stepped in at the last 

minute to play 'Big Ted' and 'The Toymaker'. The play ended with an enthusiastic 'We Wish You a Merry Christmas' - heart 

felt words sung by all. Well done to all the children, we are so proud of them all. 

 

     Early Years Nativity 

         How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week... 

 

 

 
 

Year 5 have been learning all about Banbury and its role in the Civil War. The children were given 

the opportunity to explore and even try on some artefacts from the 1600s, which were part of a box 

loan from Banbury museum. The children have learnt about Oliver Cromwell, leader of the      

Roundheads, who reputedly held his secret meetings in the Reindeer Inn on Parsons Street while 

plotting to overthrow King Charles I. However, many of us were dismayed to find out that he is also 

known for his disapproval of festive Christmas celebrations. It seems he was the original Scrooge! 

English lessons have also been linked to our History study. Both Year 5 classes held a debate on the 

question: Should we go to war? Children enjoyed deciding which side they would have been on, 

and debating from the perspective of a Royalist or Parliamentarian. Each side argued their points 

articulately and listened respectfully to others’ views. 

Last week, Christmas decoration day crossed over with our Design and Technology unit on  sewing. 

Everyone made a fabric decoration – a robin, a Christmas pudding, a star or a gingerbread man. We 

practised running stitch, back stitch and blanket stitch before we began creating our decorations, to 

make sure our final designs were of the highest quality!  

Year 5 



 

 

Banbury Library would like to share with you details of The Reading Agency’s Winter Mini Challenge, a follow-up to their 

Summer Reading Challenge, which many of our children enjoyed and which is open until Sunday 16th January. Once again, 

in partnership with the World Wide Fund for Nature. To take part in the challenge, children simply choose a reading goal, 

choose any number of books, eBooks and audiobooks, then rate and review them online. Books added to the website   

during the six-week Mini Challenge period will count towards unlocking rewards including a virtual badge and certificate. 

The website will also feature games, reading activities and book reviews. More information can be found 

at www.wintermini.org.uk 

 

   Reading Challenge 

 

 

We have one more Open Day booked: Tuesday 14th       

December at 5.00pm. If you have neighbours or friends 

who might be interested then please let them know so they 

can see for themselves what a lovely school this is.  Please 

contact the Office to book a place. 

Applications must be made by 15th January. https://

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-

place/reception-applications. If you need any further       

support please talk to Mrs Pratley or Mrs Elson. 

Reception 2022 school  

applications 

 
 

 

Banbury Museum is hosting some lovely Christmas          

activities on Saturday. Booking is required – see the link 

below. 

https://www.banburymuseum.org/events/make-a-

christmas-gift/ 

   Banbury Museum 

 

 

The total that we raised for the 2021 Poppy Appeal was £328.62. The Royal British  

Legion were very pleased with this amount and have asked us to pass on their sincere 

thanks to staff, pupils and parents for supporting the Royal British Legion. The Banbury 

Poppy Appeal total currently stands at £51,600! 

  Royal British Legion 

Monday 13th December 

 
 

Tuesday 14th December 

 

 

Tuesday 14th December 

 

 

 Tuesday 14th December 

 

 

Wednesday 15th December 

 

Wednesday 15th December  
 

Thursday 16th December 

 

 

Friday 17th December 

 

Wednesday 5th January  

KS1 Christmas Performance 

2pm 
 

KS1 Christmas Performance 

9.30am 
 

Year 6 Carol Concert St 

Leonard’s Church - 2pm 
 

5.00pm Open Day for       

September entry 
 

Cinderella Pantomime 

 

PTFA Movie Night 

 

Christmas parties and party 

food 
 

School closes at 2pm 
 

School reopens for children 

    Dates for your diary ... 

http://www.wintermini.org.uk/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
https://www.banburymuseum.org/events/make-a-christmas-gift/
https://www.banburymuseum.org/events/make-a-christmas-gift/






 

 

 

 

Lennie’s at Christmas 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why not take advantage of Lennie’s to do your 

Christmas Shopping? 
 

Lennie’s offers our parents wrap around care Monday to Friday until 

5.50pm*.  

Let your children come and play and have dinner in our purpose built 

setting, while you shop stress and child free.  

Check out After School Club on our school website for more  

information. https://st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk/parents/breakfast-and-

after-school-clubs/ 

Please pre-book on School Money or email our After School Manager, 

Michelle Bliss on  MBliss@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk 

*Standard charges, terms and conditions apply 

mailto:MBliss@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk






 
 

Christmas at St Leonard’s 

Church 
 

 

 

  
 

Christmas Reflections 

A chance to be quiet and consider the 

meaning of Christmas today using poet-

ry and pictures 

Friday 17th December 10 - 12.30pm 

Midnight Mass 

Christmas Eve 11pm 

There will be no morning service on 

Christmas Day or on Sunday 26th 

Traditional Carol Service 

Sunday 19th December 4pm 


