
 

2021-2022 Music Curriculum - Engage, Challenge, Inspire 

EYFS 

                                                               Key Knowledge & Skills 

Nursery and 

Reception 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that 
children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and 
materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-
expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are 
fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 
Listen with increased attention to sounds. Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. 
Remember and sing entire songs. Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). Sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know. 
Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 
Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 
Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 

Early Learning 

Goal. 

By the end of reception, children at the expected level of development will: - Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with 
peers and their teacher; - Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with 
others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 

 

Year 1 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Topic/Theme Musical 

Maestros 

Around the 

World 

Superhero 

Musical 

Feel the Rhythm In the Hairy 

Scary Castle 

Safari 

Adventure 

Key Knowledge       

Key Skills       
 

Year 2 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 



Topic/Theme Mini Beasts 

Musical 
London’s Burning Dippy the 

Dinosaur Musical 

Adventure 

Chocolate 

Musical 

Space Mission Mission 

Impossible 

Compositions 

Key Knowledge By the end of this 

unit, Children will 

be able to 

understand the 

concept of tempo.  

They will have 

aurally learnt a 

piece of music and 

be able to 

expressively and 

creatively sing 

songs and speak 

chants and 

rhymes. They will 

learn to play tuned 

and untuned 

instruments with 

increasing levels 

of musicality.  

By the end of this 

unit, children will 

have experimented 

with singing songs 

and speaking 

chants. They will 

have learnt the 

songs London´s 

Burning and Ring 

a-ring o’roses and 

explored the 

historical events 

that these songs 

are based on. The 

children will have 

begun to 

experiment with 

pitch and to play 

tuned and un-

tuned instruments. 

They will have 

explored, selected 

and organised 

sounds and musical 

ideas into a 

composition. 

By the end of this 
unit, children will 
have explored and 
copied short 
rhythms. By 
developing 
listening skills,  
children will be 
able to find the 
pulse in a range of 
music. They will 
have used 
appropriate 
instruments in 
order to organise 
and arrange sounds 
to create a piece of 
music. 
 

   

Key Skills  Play and 

perform in solo 

and ensemble 

contexts, using 

their voices 

(and playing 

instruments) 

with increasing 

accuracy, 

 Play and 

perform in solo 

and ensemble 

contexts, using 

their voices 

(and playing 

instruments) 

with increasing 

accuracy, 

 Play and 

perform in solo 

and ensemble 

contexts, using 

their voices 

(and playing 

instruments) 

with increasing 

accuracy, 

   



fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Listen with 

attention to 

detail and 

recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 Appreciate and 

understand a 

wide range of 

high-quality 

live and 

recorded 

music drawn 

from different 

traditions and 

from great 

composers and 

musicians 

 

 

fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Listen with 

attention to 

detail and 

recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 Appreciate and 

understand a 

wide range of 

high-quality 

live and 

recorded 

music drawn 

from different 

traditions and 

from great 

composers and 

musicians 

 Develop an 

understanding 

of the history 

of music. 

 

 

fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Listen with 

attention to 

detail and 

recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 

 

Year 3/ 4 – This is the second year of a rolling programme when classes were combined. In 2022, Year 3 and 4 will have be 

following separate curriculums.  

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Topic/Theme Romans are 

Coming 

Rivers LKS2 Production LKS2 Production Rock and Roll Ballads 



Key 

Knowledge 

By the end of this 

unit, children will 

have experimented 

and been creative 

with their music 

making. They will 

have drawn upon 

their understanding 

of repeating 

patterns in music. 

Children will be 

introduced to the 

concept of motifs. 

They will have 

developed their 

skills further by 

adapting and 

transposing motifs 

before performing 

them to their 

peers. 

By the end of this unit, 

children will have 

learnt to listen to 

changes in pitch, tempo 

and dynamics and 

relate it to something 

tangible and familiar. 

They will have linked it 

to geography, by 

representing the 

different stages of the 

river through vocal and 

percussive ostinatos, 

culminating in a final 

group performance. 

By the end of this 

unit, children will 

have learnt to 

listen to changes 

in pitch, tempo 

and dynamics and 

will have 

performed these 

for a wider 

audience with 

control and 

confidence.  

By the end of this unit, 

children will have 

learnt to listen to 

changes in pitch, tempo 

and dynamics and will 

have performed these 

for a wider audience 

with control and 

confidence. 

By the end of this unit, 

children will have learnt 

about the origin and 

features of rock and roll 

music, pupils learn how 

to play the Hand Jive 

and Rock Around the 

Clock. They will look 

specifically at a walking 

bass line, before then 

performing a piece as a 

class. 

By the end of this unit, 

children will have learnt 

what ballads are, how to 

identify their features 

and how to convey 

different emotions when 

performing them. They 

will Use an animation as 

inspiration. The children 

will carefully select 

vocabulary to describe 

the story, before 

turning them into lyrics 

by incorporating rhyming 

words and following the 

structure of a 

traditional ballad. 

Key Skills  Play and 

perform in solo 

and ensemble 

contexts, using 

their voices 

(and playing 

instruments) 

with increasing 

accuracy, 

fluency, control 

and expression 

 Listen with 

attention to 

detail and recall 

sounds with 

increasing aural 

memory 

 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using 

their voices (and 

playing 

instruments) with 

increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Listen with 

attention to detail 

and recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 Understand and 

explore how music 

 Play and 

perform in 

solo and 

ensemble 

contexts, 

using their 

voices (and 

playing 

instruments) 

with 

increasing 

accuracy, 

fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Listen with 

attention to 

 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using 

their voices (and 

playing 

instruments) with 

increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Listen with 

attention to detail 

and recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 Develop an 

understanding of 

the history of 

music. 

 Appreciate and 

understand a 

wide range of 

high-quality live 

and recorded 

music drawn 

from 

different traditi

ons and from 

great composers 

and musicians. 

 Play and perform 

in solo and 

ensemble 

 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 

voices (and playing 

instruments) with 

increasing accuracy, 

fluency, control and 

expression 

 Listen with attention 

to detail and recall 

sounds with 

increasing aural 

memory 

 Appreciate and 

understand a wide 

range of high-quality 



 Appreciate and 

understand a 

wide range of 

high-quality live 

and recorded 

music drawn 

from different 

traditions and 

from great 

composers and 

musicians 

 

 

is created, 

produced and 

communicated, 

including through 

the inter-related 

dimensions: pitch, 

duration, dynamics, 

tempo, timbre, 

texture, 

structure and 

appropriate musical 

notations 

 Review and evaluate 

music across a 

range of historical 

periods, genres, 

styles and 

traditions, including 

the works of the 

great composers 

and musicians. 

 

detail and 

recall sounds 

with 

increasing 

aural memory 

 

 

 

 

contexts, using 

their voices (and 

playing 

instruments) 

with increasing 

accuracy, 

fluency, control 

and expression 

 Listen with 

attention to 

detail and recall 

sounds with 

increasing aural 

memory 

 Use and 

understand staff 

and other 

musical 

notations.  

 

 

 

live and recorded 

music 

 Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the inter-

related dimensions 

of music. 

 Develop an 

understanding of the 

history of music.  

 

Year 5 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Topic/Theme Harvest 

production 

History of Black 

Music 

Composition to 

represent the 

festival of 

colour 

South and West 

Africa 

Looping and Remix Musical theatre 

Key Knowledge By the end of this 

unit, children will 

have learnt to 

listen to changes 

By the end of this unit, 

children will have 

Learnt about the 

origin, context and 

By the end of this 

unit, Children will 

have explored the 

associations 

By the end of this unit, 

children will have learnt 

‘Shosholoza’, a 

traditional South African 

By the end of this 

unit, children will have 

learnt about how 

dance music is 

By the end of this unit, 

children  will have been 

introduced to musical 

theatre. They will have 



in pitch, tempo and 

dynamics and will 

have performed 

these for a wider 

audience with 

control and 

confidence. 

Appreciate a 

range of music 

from different 

traditions.  

features of music from 

black cultures.  

They will explore how 

specific black 

musicians have 

influenced different 

music genres 

throughout history.  

between music, 

sounds and colour, 

building up to 

composing and, as 

a class, performed 

their own musical 

composition to 

represent Holi, 

the Hindu festival 

of colour, which 

celebrates the 

beginning of spring 

and the triumph of 

good over evil. Holi 

celebrations 

include people 

throwing and 

smearing each 

other with vibrant, 

multi-coloured 

paints and 

powders. 

song, will have played the 

accompanying chords 

using tuned percussion 

and learn to play the 

djembe. They will also 

have learnt a traditional 

West African drum and 

added some dance moves 

ready to perform the 

song in its entirety. 

created, focusing 

particularly on the use 

of loops, and will have 

learnt how to play a 

well known song before 

putting a dance music 

spin on it to create 

their own versions 

explored how singing, 

acting and dancing can 

be combined to give an 

overall performance, as 

well as how music can be 

used to tell a story. 

They will have learnt 

about performance 

aspects by using songs 

to convey emotions 

Key Skills  Play and 

perform in 

solo and 

ensemble 

contexts, 

using their 

voices (and 

playing 

instruments) 

with increasing 

accuracy, 

fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Listen with 

attention to 

 Appreciate and 

understand a wide 

range of high-

quality live and 

recorded music 

 Listen with 

attention to detail 

and recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 

 Appreciate 

and 

understand a 

wide range of 

high-quality 

live and 

recorded 

music drawn 

from a range 

of different 

traditions 

 Use and 

understand 

staff and 

 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 

voices (and playing 

instruments) with 

increasing accuracy, 

fluency, control and 

expression 

 Listen with attention 

to detail and recall 

sounds with 

increasing aural 

memory 

 Appreciate and 

understand a wide 

 Improvise and 

compose music for 

a range of 

purposes using the 

inter-related 

dimensions of 

music. 

 Use and 

understand staff 

and other musical 

notations.  

 Listen with 

attention to detail 

and recall sounds 

 Appreciate and 

understand a wide 

range of high-quality 

live and recorded 

music drawn from a 

range of different 

traditions and from 

great composers and 

musicians 

 Develop an 

understanding of the 

history of music 

 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 



detail and 

recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 

 

other musical 

notations.  

 Play and 

perform in 

solo and 

ensemble 

contexts, 

using their 

voices (and 

playing 

instruments) 

with increasing 

accuracy, 

fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Improvise and 

compose music 

for a range of 

purposes using 

the inter-

related 

dimensions of 

music. 

 Listen with 

attention to 

detail and 

recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 

range of high-quality 

live and recorded 

music drawn from a 

range of different 

traditions 

 Use and understand 

staff and other 

musical notations.  

 Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the inter-

related dimensions of 

music. 

 Develop an 

understanding of the 

history of music 

 

 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 Play and perform 

in solo and 

ensemble 

contexts, using 

their voices (and 

playing 

instruments) with 

increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Appreciate and 

understand a wide 

range of high-

quality live and 

recorded music 

drawn from a 

range of different 

traditions 

 

 

voices (and playing 

instruments) with 

increasing accuracy, 

fluency, control and 

expression 

 Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the inter-

related dimensions 

of music. 

 Listen with attention 

to detail and recall 

sounds with 

increasing aural 

memory 

 Use and understand 

staff and other 

musical notations.  

 

 

 

Year 6 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 



Topic/Theme Garageband Carol concert Film music Songs of WW2 Pop Art Year 6 production 

Key Knowledge  By the end of this unit, 

children will be able to 

listen to changes in 

pitch, tempo and 

dynamics and perform 

these for a wider 

audience with control 

and confidence. 

By the end of this 

unit, children will 

have explored and 

identified the 

characteristics of 

film music. They 

will have Created a 

composition and 

graphic score to 

perform alongside 

a film. Children 

will have appraised 

a range of 

different musical 

features in a 

variety of film 

contexts.  

By the end of this unit, 

children will have 

developed greater 

accuracy in pitch and 

control. They will have 

identified pitches within 

an octave when singing 

and using knowledge of 

pitch to develop 

confidence when singing 

in parts. 

By the end of this unit, 

children will have 

explored the musical 

concept of theme and 

variations and will have 

discovered how rhythms 

can ‘translate’ onto 

different instruments. 

By the end of this unit, 

children will be able to 

listen to changes in 

pitch, tempo and 

dynamics and perform 

these for a wider 

audience with control 

and confidence. 

They will have learnt 

how to reproduce 

sounds from aural 

memory. 



Key Skills   Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using 

their voices (and 

playing 

instruments) with 

increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Listen with 

attention to detail 

and recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 

 

 Appreciate 

and 

understand a 

wide range of 

high-quality 

live and 

recorded 

music 

 Listen with 

attention to 

detail and 

recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 Use and 

understand 

staff and 

other musical 

notations 

 Improvise and 

compose music 

for a range of 

purposes using 

the inter-

related 

dimensions of 

music 

 Improvise and 

compose music 

for a range of 

purposes using 

the inter-

related 

dimensions of 

music. 

 Appreciate and 

understand a wide 

range of high-quality 

live and recorded 

music 

 Develop an 

understanding of the 

history of music 

 Listen with attention 

to detail and recall 

sounds with 

increasing aural 

memory 

 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 

voices (and playing 

instruments) with 

increasing accuracy, 

fluency, control and 

expression 

 Use and understand 

staff and other 

musical notations 

 

 

 Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the inter-

related dimensions 

of music. 

 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using 

their voices (and 

playing instruments) 

with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Appreciate and 

understand a wide 

range of high-

quality live and 

recorded music 

 Develop an 

understanding of 

the history of music 

 Listen with 

attention to detail 

and recall sounds 

with increasing aural 

memory 

 Use and understand 

staff and other 

musical notations 

 

 

 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using 

their voices (and 

playing 

instruments) with 

increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 Listen with 

attention to detail 

and recall sounds 

with increasing 

aural memory 

 

 



 

 

 


