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As many of you will know we had a visit from Ofsted this week; our first visit since December 2016. The outcomes are 

strictly confidential at the moment and subject to Quality Assurance but of course we will let you know as soon as we can. 

In the meantime, thank you to everyone who supported the school by 

filling out the questionnaires online and by talking with the inspectors 

in the playground. Our children were delightful as usual! 

Attendance 

The winners of the Attendance trophy in the last two weeks were Mrs 

Tyrell and Miss Hobbs’ class, 5B, followed by Mrs Lacey’s class, 6B, with 

100%! Attendance Ted has spent a week with Mrs Russell’s class, 2B, 

followed by, this week, Miss Cross’s class, 1A, with 98.82%. 

Thank you to all our families who support us with attendance. There 

are a small number of children who are persistently absent for reasons 

other than illness and we are now beginning the process of referring 

these to the Local Authority who have the power to issue a Penalty  

Notice of £60 per parent/carer per child.  

Wishing you all the very best,  

Neil Blackwell 

 

From the Head Teacher 

Class 
24th - 28th 

Jan 

28th Jan - 3rd 

Feb 

Rec 1 91.49% 93.22% 

Rec 2 94.78% 94.71% 

1A 97.16% 98.82% 

1B 94.29% 92.38% 

2A 96.80% 92.74% 

2B 97.69% 96.80% 

3A 85.94% 94.68% 

3B 96.46% 93.00% 

4A 85.44% 93.33% 

4B 95.26% 92.55% 

5A 98.83% 97.31% 

5B 98.45% 98.44% 

6A 94.55% 95.45% 

6B 94.78% 100% 

Overall 94.76% 95.45% 

 

 

I’ve seen truly shocking figures this week that 1 in 5 five-year olds in Oxfordshire have tooth decay! This is a national trend 

and Oral Hygiene was added to the Early Years Curriculum in September so that schools can teach children to clean their 

teeth!! 

Poor dental hygiene is actually a sign of Neglect. We’ve had children tell us just this 

week that they don’t have any toothpaste at home. Not only does poor dental hygiene 

cause pain and discomfort, it can affect sleep and concentration. Please ensure 

healthy routines at home, enrol with a dentist and ensure that children are taken for 

regular check-ups. For many children their first experience of a dentist is painful and 

this can affect their attitudes for life. 

Oral Hygiene  



 

 

 
         How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week... 

 

 

In Spanish club, we have been learning many different things in the past few weeks. It’s amazing how quickly the Spanish 

club children are picking it up!! We started with learning a little bit about Spain – there was particular interest in the     

football clubs! The children now know all of their colours and can find items around the school with their knowledge. We 

have been learning numbers in Spanish up to 20 – some up to 30 for a challenge! Also, some greetings and feelings. We’ve 

only had 5 sessions and the children have been working hard as well as playing games. I’m so impressed with their skills!  

       Spanish Club 

 

 

 

This half term, we have been learning about dinosaurs. We have created a moving dinosaur picture using cereal boxes after 

learning about levers and sliders in Design and Technology. Everyone included at least three different moving parts on their 

dinosaur picture, and they all worked incredibly hard on it. Well done everyone. We have loved our dinosaur topic so much 

that we decided to create a dinosaur information leaflet to share all our new knowledge.  

We have also been improving our problem solving and reasoning skills in Maths with a Monday problem solving lesson. 

During this lesson, each child thinks about and tries to solve a problem independently, then in pairs before coming          

together as a group.   

 

Year 2  

      Parenting Course  

 

Place2Be are running an Online parenting course which can be accessed flexibly to fit your 

time. “Our course will give you extra tools to deal with  everyday parenting challenges 

and strengthen your relationship with your child.”      

https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/support-for-families-in-place2be-schools/parenting-smart-

online-course/?utm_source=Schools&utm_campaign=8235fd86e8-

Partner_School_Newsletter_January_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c6b02a1e38-8235fd86e8-219707221 

Coming up - Parenting Course 

https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/support-for-families-in-place2be-schools/parenting-smart-online-course/?utm_source=Schools&utm_campaign=8235fd86e8-Partner_School_Newsletter_January_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c6b02a1e38-8235fd
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/support-for-families-in-place2be-schools/parenting-smart-online-course/?utm_source=Schools&utm_campaign=8235fd86e8-Partner_School_Newsletter_January_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c6b02a1e38-8235fd
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/support-for-families-in-place2be-schools/parenting-smart-online-course/?utm_source=Schools&utm_campaign=8235fd86e8-Partner_School_Newsletter_January_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c6b02a1e38-8235fd


 

W/C 14th February 
 

Thursday 17th February 
 

Wednesday 23rd February 
 

 

 

 
 

W/C 28th February 
 

Thursday 3rd March 
 

Wednesday 9th March 
 

W/C 9th May 

 

Poetry Week 
 

PTFA Valentine’s Disco 
 

New Year Wishes event 

Grimsbury Community Hall 

11am-1pm 
 

Parent Consultations 
 

World Book Day 
 

Book Fair arrives 
 

SATs week for Year 6 

Dates for your diary ... 

 
 

On Friday 4th February, Year 5 visited the National Space Centre to coincide with our Space topic this term. It was well 

worth the journey! The children were able to learn many new things about space, in particular space travel and what has 

been discovered. We saw a real rocket, videos of actual space travel and learned about the meaning of the constellations 

during a planetarium session. The children thoroughly enjoyed the trip and were a credit to their school. 

 

 

 

 

Space Centre  

 

This year’s theme is “All fun and games? Exploring respect 

and relationships online”. 95% of people in Northern      

Europe use the internet and the same rules apply online as 

in normal life. We ask that children always remain           

respectful online and that, if other users use unkind words 

or bully them, to: 

 Seek adult help 

 Report it 

 Block the user 

 Save the evidence or message 

           Internet Safety Week 

 

 

We host Rainbows and Brownies in the Diamond Building each Wednesday. Lots of girls have 

benefitted from this over the years and enjoy meeting together doing activities such as     

outdoor cooking, team games, arts and crafts and days out. New recruits are always welcome 

and if you are interested please visit https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/ 

Rainbows and Brownies  

 
 

We are very excited to tell you about a half term event for children and their families. Orinoco, the 

Oxfordshire Scrapstore, is partnering with World Book Day in a costume making workshop at Lock 29, 

Castle Quay on Thursday 24th February. Running from 10:00-4:00 families will be able to book their 

slot and work with costume makers and resources to bring to life a character from their favourite 

book, in readiness for World Book Day on 3rd March. The workshops are free. Go to their Facebook 

page to book and take along an old T-shirt on the day which you don't mind sticking and sewing to.  

   World Book Day  







Sunrise Multicultural Project 
Ladies Drop In 
Group 

Wednesday 1.30pm – 2.45pm  

@ At St Leonard’s School 

 

This group aims to support your        

individual needs, wellbeing and    

personal issues: 
 

  Health and wellbeing sessions 

  Cultural sensitive support for family issues   

  Indoor & outdoor activities – including 

arts & crafts and ESOL  

 

Contact 01295 701728 for more information 




