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From the Head Teacher
As we approach Half Term it is worth reflecting again how well we have all done getting through the pandemic,
demonstrating unparalleled reserves of energy and resilience. Sadly, we are not quite out of the woods yet; the legacy of
the last two years are all around us with many families experiencing heartbreak and sadness in one way or another.
This week we were hit again with two further tragedies in the Grimsbury community.

24th - 28th
Jan

Whilst our hearts go out to the families most affected, I cannot praise enough the
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efforts of staff who have once again demonstrated strength and durability to our
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children and families on top of an energy-sapping Ofsted last week. I hope that they all
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have a peaceful and restful break with their own families next week.
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School reopens on Monday 28th February and we look forward to seeing you all again
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then.
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Attendance
The winners of the Attendance trophy last week were Mrs Debus’ class, 3A, with
99.56%. Attendance Ted has now spent the last two weeks with Miss Cross’s class,1A,
and achieved 100%!
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Thank you to all our families who support us with attendance. There are a small
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number of children who are persistently absent for reasons other than illness and we
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Overall

94.76%

are now referring these to the Local Authority who have the power to issue a Penalty
Notice of £60 per parent/carer per child.
Wishing you all the very best,
Neil Blackwell

ChatHealth
ChatHealth is a new, safe and secure text messaging service between healthcare professionals and service users that
provides confidential help, advice and signposting support. Please find attached 2 posters with contact numbers which you
may find useful.
There are also direct links to service information on the ChatHealth website as follows:
•

https://chathealth.nhs.uk/start-a-chat/h/OxfordHealthVisitors

•

https://chathealth.nhs.uk/start-a-chat/h/OxfordSchoolHealthNurses

•

https://chathealth.nhs.uk/start-a-chat/h/OxonTeens

How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week...
Poetry Week
Our younger St. Leonard's children have loved whole school Poetry Week this last week of half
term and have been so engaged and enthusiastic throughout. Reception used Valentine's Day
to spark their love of poetry writing. They've written some wonderful 'Love is..' poems showing
just how much Little Wandle phonics is helping their writing. Year
1 have used their superhero learning from this term to write 'If I
were a superhero...' repeating poems. What amazing ideas they
came up with! Year 2 have looked at nouns, verbs and adjectives
linked to dinosaurs to help them write Diamanté poems. We are
so impressed with all the poems written this week and look forward to seeing what poems are written for our whole school half
term poetry task.

Pet Therapy
We are absolutely delighted to welcome Spring, Snowy and Winter to our St. Leonard's family. The
three guinea pigs arrived a few weeks ago and have already made themselves at home in the
sensory room. They've been a fantastic addition to support and comfort those children who are
worried, sad or needing a few moments in a quiet space as well as children who just want to stop
by to say hello and give them a cuddle.

Parent Questionnaire
Thank you to everyone who responded to the School Parent Questionnaire and the Ofsted one. We had 100 responses
in all, mostly very positive, and about 30 for Ofsted.
Headlines from the school questionnaire are that 98% of families agreed or strongly agreed that their child is happy at
school, with the same number agreeing or strongly agreeing that their child is safe at school (2% didn’t know).
I will comment in more detail over the coming weeks and break down the responses into themes. Thank you once again
for your feedback.

Dates for your diary ...

Mobile phones
A reminder please that children should not have mobile
phones on them at school unless there are exceptional
circumstances which have been agreed with the parent.
They should not be used on school premises before the

Thursday 17th February

PTFA Valentine’s Disco

Friday 18th February

Break up for Half Term

Wednesday 23rd February

New Year Wishes event
Grimsbury Community Hall

start of school and should be handed in to the class teacher

11am-1pm

for safe keeping on entry to school. Thank you for your
support.

Non School Uniform Day
A reminder that Friday 18th February is non school uniform
day. Please make a donation through your School Money
account to help us buy poetry books for the school library.

W/C 28th February

Parent Consultations

Thursday 3rd March

World Book Day

Wednesday 9th March

Book Fair arrives

Monday 14th March

PTFA meeting 7pm Diamond
Building

W/C 9th May

SATs week for Year 6

PTFA Half termly news
It’s been another fantastic half term again for the PTFA and we thank you for supporting all the events we have put on. Each event
raises money for the little extras that we can provide for all our St. Leonard’s children.

Our treat Fridays have continued
to be a success with our doughnut
and cookie sales this half term.
Thank you for supporting this as it
brings in a weekly fundraising
amount for PTFA funds.

Fundraising amounts
Hallowe’en Disco £300
Christmas Fayre £374
Visiting Santa £200
Our next meeting is Monday 14th
March at 7pm in the Diamond
Building.

Thank you for supporting us in
these events.

As always, new faces are very welcome.
Nursery Tea Party

Poetry at St. Leonard’s
We are doing our bit to help
promote poetry across the school.
To do this we are holding a
non-uniform day on Friday 18th
February. Your kind donations will
be going towards some brand new
poetry books for the library.

Half term Poetry Task
All the children will have a half
term poetry home learning task to
write their own poem (see Class
Dojo for more information). The
PFTA will be treating the children
with winning entries in each class
to their very own poetry book. The
winning poems will be put on
display in the library. We can’t wait
to read them.

On behalf of the PTFA we wish all
our St. Leonard’s families a welldeserved half term break. We have
lots of exciting events to look forward to next half term.

KS1 & KS2 Valentine’s Disco
KS1 and KS2 enjoyed their
Valentine’s Discos as an end of half
term treat.

Nursery children have enjoyed
their learning about The Tiger who
came to Tea this half term. We
provided some yummy tea party
treats for our Nursery children to
enjoy with their grown-ups.

Upcoming events in 2022…
Term 4
3rd March World Book Day teas and
coffees after school
th
7 April Easter Movie Night
8th April Easter Bonnet Parade
Easter Hamper Raffle
Term 5
Crazy Hair Day (Date TBA)

Thanks to local company ‘Sheila’s
Sweets’ for providing the treat
bags.

Term 6
1 July Platinum Jubilee Fete
End of year campout (Date TBA)
st

Sunrise Multicultural Project

Ladies Drop In
Group
Wednesday 1.30pm – 2.45pm
@ At St Leonard’s School

This group aims to support your
individual needs, wellbeing and
personal issues:


Health and wellbeing sessions



Cultural sensitive support for family issues



Indoor & outdoor activities – including
arts & crafts and ESOL
Contact 01295 701728 for more information

