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10th March 2022

Newsletter
From the Head Teacher
Thank you to parents who have fed back upon the new school uniform policy. Governors are aware of the financial
constraints that everyone is facing and therefore will view the academic year 2022/23 as a transition year. This means that
we will permit grey clothes which are still fit for wear to be worn until July 2023 and hope that this will be helpful. Where
adults are buying new items of clothing for school use, we ask that they are purchased in accordance with the new
uniform policy.
The new policy will therefore take full effect from September 2023. We recognise that
the purchase of school sweaters and cardigans with the school logo is a significant
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outlay, and parents are strongly advised to put a name clearly in these items to aid their
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recovery and redistribution should a child ‘lose’ them. Unnamed items will be collected
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in a single location and children will be supervised to take an unnamed item for their
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use. Separate indoor shoes are no longer required.
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The Clothes Exchange for second hand uniform which meets the new school policy will
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be well advertised, and donations of no less than one pound per item will be requested
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to be used to support the work of the PTFA.
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Thank you to all our families who support us with attendance. Unauthorised holidays in
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term time are always referred to the Local Authority who have the power to issue a
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Overall

96.21%

Attendance
Last week was the best week for a long time. The winners of the Attendance trophy
were Mrs Hobbs and Mrs Tyrrell’s class, 5A, with 98.15%. Attendance Ted was won by
Mrs Pratley’s class, who achieved 100%!

Penalty Notice of £60 per parent/carer per child.
Wishing you all the very best,
Neil Blackwell

Parent Questionnaire
Thank you to everyone who responded to the School Parent Questionnaire and the Ofsted one. We had 100 responses in
all, mostly very positive, and about 30 for Ofsted.
96.8% of parents agreed or strongly agreed that the school makes them aware of what their children will be learning
during the year. 93.8% agreed or strongly agreed that ‘my child does well at this school’. 92.7% agreed or strongly agreed
that their child can take part in clubs /activities.

How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week...
Life in Year 3
Year Three have had a great couple of weeks learning about The Stone Age.
They have even been taking turns spending time in the Year Three Cave
home. They have learnt about Stone Age lives, homes, clothing and food.
The most enjoyable lesson was creating a Stone Age menu for a family. The
children particularly liked that no part of the animal was wasted: brains
would be eaten and blood would be drunk, these certainly featured in their
menus! At the end of this week we are going to begin our cave artwork and
will show this work at the end of term.
As well as learning about The Stone Age, Year Three have been working hard, with Year Four, to practise the LKS2
performance of Pirates v Mermaids. We look forward to welcoming Year Three and Four parents to the performances at
the end of the month.

International Women’s Day
Our first themed library event of 2022 was held on Tuesday 8th March to
celebrate International Women’s Day 2022 with 11 fantastic girls joining in for
the occasion. We read the inspiring story of Malala Yousafzai and created
artwork showing what makes us special. We finished off with the story ‘Girls
can do anything’ and enjoyed saying the repeating chant in the story ‘I'm a girl,
I'm fantastic, I'm strong, brave and proud.’ Keep a look out on Class Dojo for
details of Mrs Debus’ upcoming Easter themed library event.

Poetry
We’ve had a big focus on poetry across the school recently and all the teachers were
absolutely blown away by the standard of the poetry entries sent into school last
week for our half term home learning task. It was such a difficult job to choose a
winning entry from each class but congratulations to those who did win. We hope you
are enjoying reading your new book prize provided by the PTFA. The PTFA raised £270
from their recent non uniform day which has gone towards some beautiful new
poetry books for the school library . A special mention must go to some of our Year 2
children who are now published poets. They entered a poetry competition last year
through young writers and their poems were chosen to be published in ‘The Poetry
Bus’ poetry book. A copy of this book is available in the library if you wish to borrow it
to read their fantastic poems.

Book Fair
The Book Fair has arrived at school and will be in the Hall on Friday, and in the
Nurture room, just through the hall, today, Monday and Tuesday. It’s a great chance
to find a new book and also to support the school too!

World Book Day
We celebrated World Book Day last week not only by dressing up as our favourite book character but also by decorating a
potato to look like them! Here are some of our wonderfully creative character potatoes!

Lennie’s Wrap Around
Our Breakfast and After School Clubs now have a name – Lennie’s! We use a range of
friendly school staff to provide a great start and finish to the day. Further details of costs and
what to expect are on the school website:
https://st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk/parents/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/
Please contact the Office or MBliss@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk to book a place.

Staffing
Miss Cross began her maternity leave this week and we wish her all the very best for her new arrival, which is due
imminently! Her Year 1 class will be taken by Mrs McLeod, Mrs Chapman and Mrs Johnstone until Miss Smith joins us after
Easter. Miss Mansfield is the new class teacher in 4A and we offer her a very warm welcome to St Leonard’s.

Dates for your diary ...
Monday 14th March

PTFA meeting 7pm Diamond
Building

Friday 18th March

Red Nose Day - non uniform

Tuesday 29th March

Year 3 & 4 Production

Wednesday 30th March

Year 3 & 4 Production

Thursday 31st March

Frozen trip

Thursday 31st March

Yr 2 Cadbury World trip

Thursday 7th April

Nursery breaks up for Easter

Friday 8th April

School breaks up for Easter

W/C 9th May

SATs week for Year 6

Guitar Lessons
Did you know guitar lessons are
available for KS2 within the school
day? Please see the poster attached
for more information and contact
details.

Social Media
Don’t forget you can follow us on Facebook for further
news, events and activities that are happening in school:
https://www.facebook.com/
StLeonardsCofEprimaryschoolbanbury

