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17th March 2022

Newsletter
From the Head Teacher
It was great to be able to share good news this week with the outcome
of our Ofsted report. If you’ve missed it we were graded Good in all
areas, which is a significant achievement considering the pandemic. The
report is available on the school website.
Especially pleasing is that they recognised what a happy and caring
school this is. “At St Leonard’s, relationships are cherished.” Children are
safe here and we do everything we can to ensure that school is a place
where they can learn and thrive. We are helping children to “develop
aspirations for the future, and giving them an understanding of how to
achieve their goals”.
My thanks go to all the staff for making this happen, to Governors for all their support, and to parents for choosing St
Leonard’s and helping us to make a difference to our children. Lastly, the children themselves are delightful, courteous and
well behaved, tolerant and respectful. Everything which we would hope them to be!
Wishing you all the very best,
Neil Blackwell

Attendance
Our youngest children are now
doing really well and are so
settled in school as a result. The
winners of the Attendance trophy
for the second week in a row,
were Mrs Hobbs and Mrs Tyrrell’s
class, 5A, with 100%. Attendance
Ted was won by Mrs Russell’s
class, who achieved 98.46%!
Thank you to all our families who
support

us

with

attendance.

Unauthorised holidays in term

Class

4th 10th Mar

Rec 1
Rec 2
1A
1B
2A
2B
3A
3B
4A
4B
5A
5B
6A
6B
Overall

96.67%
95.22%
97.50%
95.71%
97.60%
98.46%
85.71%
93.00%
93.48%
92.11%
100.00%
96.54%
85.45%
96.52%
95.11%

Book Fair
The Book Fair was at school last week and
thank you to everyone who supported
this. Total sales were a record £867.97,
giving us rewards worth £458.98 which we
will spend on more books for our children.
Thank you again!

Red Nose Day
Tomorrow is Red Nose Day for Comic Relief. We are having
a non-uniform day with a suggested donation of £1. Much
of the money is promised to
support children affected by

time are always referred to the Local Authority who have

the war in Ukraine so please

the power to issue a Penalty Notice of £60 per parent/

contribute if you are able.

carer per child.

How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week...
Life in Year 5
On Wednesday, we had two visitors in Year 5 who are researchers from the University of Oxford.
They came to share how they use MRI scanners to understand about how the brain works. As a
year group, we are taking part in a project called ‘Your Amazing Brain’, which is being run as a
competition to design an experiment on the brain that can be carried out by the researchers using
an MRI scanner. The visitors showed us photos of scans of the brain, and then we
made our own brain models using modelling clay.
Next week, we will be visiting the exhibit at Banbury Museum and Gallery, also called
‘Your Amazing Brain’, to explore through hands-on activities how our brains enable us
to do so many incredible things. We will then ‘rack our brains’ to hopefully come up
with the winning experiment and see our idea conducted live on a real person!

Oxford Dance Fesitval
On 10th March, Dance Club travelled to Oxford and took part in the Oxfordshire Schools Dance Festival. In the morning, the
children rehearsed on stage at the New Theatre; for lunch, we visited Bella Italia; and in the afternoon Modern Art Oxford to
explore part of their current gallery display. Later on, we returned to the New Theatre to watch the first half of the show and
perform in the second half. The children were fantastic all day and we had lots of compliments in all the places we visited
about their conduct. The performance itself was brilliant and it made all of us very proud to see our pupils performing with
such confidence and huge smiles on their faces. Some might say they were "supercallifragilisticexpialidocious"! Well done to
all of the children for their hard work, excellent conduct and fabulous company; thank you to everyone who came and
supported us by watching the show; and thank you to Miss Nicklin, Mrs Pratley and Mrs Smith for giving up their time to
accompany us. You can find a video of our performance on our school Facebook page, search ‘St Leonards C of E Primary
School’.

Dates for your diary ...

Baby News
Miss Cross has had a little girl and

Friday 18th March

Red Nose Day - non uniform

we are delighted for her. Both

Tuesday 29th March

Year 3 & 4 Production

Wednesday 30th March

Year 3 & 4 Production

Thursday 31st March

Frozen trip

Thursday 31st March

Yr 2 Cadbury World trip

Monday 4th April

Reception Family Meals Week

Thursday 7th April

Nursery breaks up for Easter

Friday 8th April

School breaks up for Easter

life and reign of the Queen, with a Jubilee Party Day.

W/C 9th May

SATs week for Year 6

More details to follow!

Monday 23rd May

Commonwealth and Jubilee

mother and baby are well. Huge
congratulations from us all at St Leonard’s!

Commonwealth and Jubilee Week
Looking ahead to after Easter we have
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee to look
forward to. The last week of May will be
Commonwealth and Jubilee Week at
school when we will be celebrating the

Week

