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Newsletter
From the Head Teacher
Next week sees the return of SATs in Year 6, the Statutory Assessment Tests; our children are brimming with confidence,
and rightly so. They have worked so hard and are a credit to themselves and the school. We are so proud of you! Don’t
forget to arrive at school nice and early each day for breakfast in the hall. Good luck!

Wishing you all the very best,
Neil Blackwell

Mental Health Awareness Week
Next week is Mental Health Awareness Week and this is always a priority at
school. So much time goes into making sure that school is a safe and secure
place for children, right from Circle Time on a Monday morning to our
curriculum work each term to bespoke counselling offered through Fegan’s and
Place2Be.
Next Saturday a local mental health charity, Standing in the Gap, is hosting a Puzzle Adventure at Castle Quay. Please go
along and have some fun; details are on the flyer attached. In June Standing in the Gap will be visiting school to offer a
number of sessions about anxiety to both children and parents.
Meanwhile, adult mental health is the single biggest factor upon a child’s well-being. Please look after yourselves and if you
need support speak to your GP, MIND or even the Samaritans. If you need signposting to an organisation don’t hesitate in
contacting Sonia Smith, our Family Welfare Officer who has assisted many families, for example regarding debts, housing
or substance misuse. She won’t solve the problem but she can put you in touch with an organisation who might.

How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week...
Life in Reception
In Reception we have been learning about the life cycle of a butterfly. We are carefully watching our own caterpillars and
are so excited to see them transform into beautiful butterflies.
The children sequenced the butterfly life cycle and wrote about it, as well as doing some amazing paintings, drawings and
transient art. We also made delicious butterfly cakes!
The children are now using the character of a butterfly as inspiration for their own stories. We are currently at the planning
stage and there have been some fantastic ideas already. These include volcanoes, giants, superheroes and a butterfly who
catches the bus - the teachers are so looking forward to reading the final stories.

Life in Year 5
In Science this term, Year 5 are learning all about living things and their habitats. This has so far involved dissecting flowers
to look in detail at the different components which make up the male and female parts of the flower. From this
investigative work, children have begun to understand the process of pollination: how pollen can be transported from one
flower to another by insects, animals and the wind so that the plant is able to produce seeds that will eventually grow into
new plants. Diagrams of this life cycle have helped children to relate these life processes back to their learning from last
term on human life cycles.
In the next phase of this topic, we will be collecting seeds from different types of plants that can be found in the local
environment right now or in the coming weeks, such as dandelion, thistle and burdock, poppy and fruit seeds to explore all
the ways in which seeds can be dispersed.
This science topic fits in perfectly with our Geography topic on rainforests, as we are finding out about the enormous
biodiversity of life in the Amazon! We have been writing non-chronological reports on three-toed sloths, and next will be
inventing a newly-discovered species of rainforest animal to write a report on!

Christian Aid
Monday 16th May is the beginning of Christian Aid Week. This year it is highlighting the
affect of climate change on harvests in Zimbabwe and the rising costs of food caused by
the war in Ukraine. We know that families in this country and Banbury too will be
struggling with rising food prices, so please contribute to our non uniform day on Friday
13th May which will raise children’s awareness ahead of the Week. If this will leave you
short please do not worry about contributing – come in non school uniform anyway!

Lennie’s
We have a fantastic After School Club each evening in the Diamond Building. If you haven’t
used it before, or are just interested, we have two FREE taster sessions coming up on Monday
16th and Friday 20th May. There are limited spaces available which will be offered on a first
come first serve basis. Please call the office to request a space.

Chance to Shine
The popular Chance to Shine cricket sessions start again next week. Girls cricket sessions are on
Tuesdays 6.30-7.30 pm, with Boys cricket on Wednesdays, 7.30 – 8.30pm. The Mosque are also running
boys football sessions on Wednesdays from 8.30-9.30pm, aimed at over 12s.
All sessions are free. Just turn up and register with the coaches when you arrive.

Attendance

Dates for your diary

Well done to Mrs Pendle’s
class who won Attendance

Class

25th - 29th
April

Rec 1
Rec 2
1A
1B
2A
2B
3A
3B
4A
4B
5A
5B
6A
6B
Overall

95.65%
87.83%
93.18%
95.24%
93.46%
95.60%
95.00%
95.00%
96.00%
93.68%
93.70%
90.91%
95.91%
93.91%
93.98%

Ted this week with 95.65%
attendance. The Attendance
Trophy for Key Stage 2 was
won by Miss Mansfield’s class
with 96%
Thank you to all our families
who

support

us

with

attendance. Please can we
politely

remind

you

that

holidays in term time cannot
be

authorised

circumstances.

under

any

W/c 9th May

SATS week for Year 6

Monday 9th May

Yr 1 Warwick Castle Trip

Friday 13th May

Non-uniform day for
Christian Aid

W/c 16th May

SATs week for Year 2

Friday 20th May

PTFA Crazy Hair day

Monday 23rd May

Commonwealth and Jubilee
Week

Tuesday 24th May

Jubilee Library Event

