
Overthorpe Road, 
            Banbury, 

OX16 4SB 

      Tel: 01295 262507 

office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk  

Head Teacher: Neil Blackwell 

Newsletter 

“Life in all its fullness”  

John 10:10 

      15th June 2022 

 

 

The Government recently announced guidelines regarding the length of the school day.   

Nothing changes in Years 3 to 6, but from September we are extending the day by 10 minutes 

in Reception and Years 1 and 2, still opening at 8.40 but now finishing at 3.10pm. We will  

remind you all nearer the time! 

Wishing you all the very best,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 

Now that we can travel again the number of holidays in term time is rising again. We understand the cost of living          

constraints but please can we politely remind you that holidays in term time cannot be authorised under any                    

circumstances. We have already referred several families for unauthorised holidays in term time which has resulted in fines 

being levied. 

       Attendance 

Last week, we celebrated British Science Week at St Leonard's. Every class carried out different activities, based on this 

year's theme of 'growth'. We have a plant growing competition currently under way in KS2, with a variety of different 

seeds in each grow bag. 

This year, we also linked science to art and the children were able to carry out some observational drawing of different 

plants.  

The highlight of our week was a visit from Science Oxford. They ran a number of sessions over two days and every child 

from Reception class to Year 6 took part. We had the 'Inventing Isobel' show in Reception and KS1; LKS2 saw a show based 

on the science behind fire and UKS2 had 'Crime Scene Investigator' sessions in each class. 

A huge thank you goes to the PTFA for sponsoring this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Week 



 

 

 

         How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week... 
 

 

Reception had an amazing trip to Fairytale farm this week. The coach was a very exciting start and there was lots of singing 

along the way.  

We arrived at the farm and started the animal handling activities. Highlights included feeding a pig called Rapunzel,       

handling cute guinea pigs, rabbits and chickens and walking some very cheeky goats. Hand feeding the alpacas was lots of 

fun, although their tongues were a little bit tickly!  

The children had a well earned rest and lunch then they continued to explore the sensory areas, playground and water 

duck racing. Mrs Pratley and Miss Nicklin had their own duck race, you may guess from the picture who won! All in all it 

was a thoroughly enjoyable day and our children did us proud as always.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Reception Fairytale Farm Visit 

Year 6 had the fantastic opportunity to visit the Harry Potter Studio Tour as part of our English topic for this term.  While 

there, they were able to explore the sets used in the making of the eight Harry Potter movies, see how many of the visual 

effects were created, and they were even able to ride a broomstick!  There was an audible gasp when the doors to the 

Great Hall opened, and we narrowly avoided being roasted alive by dragon fire in Gringotts!  I cannot wait to see their 

writing based on this. 

Harry Potter World Trip 



 

Thursday 16th June 
 

 

 

Friday 17th June 
 

 

 

Tuesday 21st June 
 

 

 

Tuesday 28th June 
 

 

 

Wednesday 29th June 

 

Understanding your 4 year 

old workshop 9am 
 

Year 4 Planting in People’s 

Park 
 

Managing anxiety workshop 

3.20pm 

 

Nursery and Reception 

Sports Day 
 

Years 1-6 Sports Day 

           Dates for your diary  

Over the last half term, the children in Lennie’s have been discussing where their parents and grandparents originated 

from. We have a very diverse group in Lennie’s and wanted to explore our origins further. 

 We decided to extend the children’s curiosity by creating an ‘Around the World’ dinner menu for the children to explore 

some different foods. We had on offer an Italian Carbonara, Sweet and Sour chicken with fried rice, Chicken Korma and 

Pilau rice, polish Saurkraut Dumplings, a selection of oriental snacks, Irish Soda Breads toasted and Scottish Shortbread for 

pudding. This was washed down with a Polish carrot, apple and banana juice.   

The children all really enjoyed trying the different foods and have asked for some to be added onto our menu.   

Lennie’s 

Standing in the Gap is a local charity who specialise in supporting parents and children 

manage anxiety. We have several visits arranged in the next few weeks, all in the 

School Hall: 

Tuesday, 21st June is “Managing Anxiety” and is after school at 3.20pm for any parents and children who wish to attend.    

Standing in the Gap 

At the weekend, four baby Guinea pigs were born. Their 

names are: Hermoine, Shortbread, Luna and Oreo. A very 

proud Mother has been protecting them from human    

interaction. In Year 6 Olly, Megan and Harvey have been 

looking after them for around a year and have helped 

them through their exciting Guinea Pig journey.   

Written by Megan, Year 6. 

Baby Guinea Pigs! 








