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Last term ended in lovely fashion as we had a whole school picnic to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Children and 

staff spread across the whole field and children enjoyed time with their friends creating a wonderful atmosphere. After 

school there was a cake sale and art exhibition, with our choir entertaining the crowds. Thank you to everyone who 

attended and we hope that everyone was able to enjoy the Jubilee Bank Holiday.  

 

 

 

 

From the Head Teacher 

 

You may have seen nationally that school attendance remains a huge issue after Covid. Figures published this week show 

that almost 1.8 million children ‘regularly missed’ school in the autumn term which is almost unimaginable, and               

immediately puts them at a disadvantage to the over 2 million who attended regularly. 

 

 

 

 

 

The diagram below gives an indication of how important attendance at school is. Regular attendance increases children’s 

chances of success, both academically and longer term, and builds resilience, confidence and life skills. 

Well done to Miss Hill’s class, 2A, and Mrs Lacey’s class, 6B, for winning the Attendance Award in Term 5. 29 children     

remain on track for 100% attendance for the year! 

Now that we can travel again the number of holidays in term time is rising again. We understand the cost of living          

constraints but please can we politely remind you that holidays in term time cannot be authorised under any                   

circumstances. We have already referred several families for unauthorised holidays in term time which has resulted in fines 

being levied. 

       Attendance 



 

 

         How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week... 

It’s been a busy first week back in Year 5 and we’ve already had lots of exciting learning opportunities to enjoy. We started 

off Science Week by joining in the seed growing competition; the children are sure that we will win, since we had a little bit 

of practice last term with our cress experiment! Then, we had a visit from Science Oxford, where the children had the     

opportunity to be forensic scientists, solving the mystery of the missing cat by working out which substance had been left 

at the scene of the crime. Their investigating skills and teamwork were exemplary, and they all loved getting a chance to 

take part in some chemistry!  

In English, we’ve started our Highwayman topic with a bang, taking part in the ‘Highwayman Experience’ on Wednesday. 

The children enjoyed a soundscape, listening to the howling wind and the hoofbeats from the Highwayman’s horse, and 

delighted in getting the opportunity to handle some artefacts that the Highwayman left behind, such as coins, some gold 

and silver swag, and the Highwayman’s famous hat!  

Life in Year 5 

It was fantastic to see England win the First Test last week. The cricket sessions at school have been great with the boys’ 

sessions well attended each Wednesday 7.30-8.30pm. There are still places for girls who would like to attend on Tuesdays 

6.30-7.30 pm. Why not turn up and give it a try? 

Cricket 

 

 

Term 6 has got off to a fun start in Nursery with lots going on.  Our core story this week is set in a market in Nigeria, Africa 

with the children having to search for the goat who is running away from Ayoka. As well as the cheeky goat the story 

counts backwards from ten which we are practising and you can do so at home too! 

We used the African drums and sticks to play a call and response rhythm, the children were fantastic listeners to follow the 

rhythm and really enjoyed being drummers, great learning! 

Many of the children enjoy mark making and we regularly have available lots of ways to mark make both inside and       

outside; we might use pencils, pens, large chalks, sticks and paintbrushes in sand, salt or gloop – there is no stopping us!  

The N2 children are practising to write their name every day and lots of them have nearly mastered it; challenge your child 

to show you and help them along at home as much as possible. 

We found a frog in the garden!  We were able to watch how he jumps and breathes, such curious children asking lots of 

questions about frogs.  Afterwards we shared the story “Oi Frog!”.  Here’s the link; it’s a fun story with rhyming that we 

love: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrMGKl5zslU  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrMGKl5zslU


 

Friday 10th June 

 
 

Monday 13th June  
 

Tuesday 14th June 

 
 

Thursday 16th June 

 
 

Tuesday 21st June 
 

 

 

Standing in the Gap meeting 

for Year 6 parents 2pm 
 

Harry Potter World trip 
 

Reception Fairytale Farm 

trip 
 

Understanding your 4 year 

old workshop 9am 
 

Managing anxiety workshop 

3.20pm 

           Dates for your diary  

Standing in the Gap is a local charity who specialise in supporting parents and children 

manage anxiety. We have several visits arranged in the next few weeks, all in the 

School Hall: 

Friday 10th June is “Preparing your child for secondary school” for Year 6 parents and children at 2.00pm. 

Thursday 16th June is “Understanding your 4 year old” and is for September intake parents, at 9.00am. 

Tuesday 21st June is “Managing Anxiety” and is after school at 3.20pm for any parents and children who wish to attend.  

Standing in the Gap 

After many years service Kate Hughes, our cook, is retiring in the summer and we wish her 

a long and happy retirement. She has run a well-organised kitchen, always with a smile for 

the children, and served high quality food enjoyed by children, staff and parents alike. 

Kate is a hard act to follow and therefore we have taken time to consider what our       

children and families would benefit from in our catering provision. After a lengthy process 

we have elected to outsource our catering, using a well regarded company called Dolce, 

from whom we will send you various letters of introduction over the next few weeks. 

The main thing is that parents will actually see a reduction in prices to £2.10 per day, from £2.40 at present. We have     

visited schools who currently use Dolce and there will be no reduction in the quality of meals, and in fact the company has 

innovative ideas to make school dinners as exciting and interesting for children as possible. There is the added bonus that 

meals can be ordered online and any allergies logged so that no children can receive food which would be harmful to them. 

If you have any questions not answered in the correspondence please contact Linda Keane, our School Business Manager, 

who will be able to assist you. 

School Dinners 




