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We were thrilled this week to receive our Key Stage 2 SATs results. 

Whilst the rest of the country saw standards fall and 59% of Year 6 children achieve the 

‘Expected Standard’ in Reading, Writing AND Maths, our results improved significantly on the last 

published tests in 2019 with 70% of our children achieving the ‘Expected Standard’ in all three 

subjects. 

Individual subjects were even higher: 84% Maths, 84% Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling, 81% Writing and 77% Reading. 

We are incredibly proud of our children and our teaching staff who have shown such resilience throughout the pandemic 

and the difficulties of the past few months. We took great care to provide as strong a diet as we could throughout       

Lockdown via remote teaching, and we have focused all our efforts since at improving our curriculum offer and the quality 

of teaching as evidenced in our strongly Good Ofsted in February. This is as well as building children’s social and emotional 

health and improving community engagement. 

I hope, like me, you are proud of what our school has achieved, and I am especially proud of this group of Year Six children 

as they started in Reception at the same time as I started at St Leonard’s! Help us spread the word of what a fantastic 

school St Leonard’s is so that even more families can benefit from what we have to offer! 

Annual reports will be going home for all children at the end of the day tomorrow. I hope that you enjoy reading about the 

successes of your children – I certainly did! 

Wishing you all the very best,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 

 

Children across Oxfordshire can take part in the Gadgeteers Summer Reading Challenge 2022 at their local Oxfordshire 

Library from 9th July to 10th September 2022.  This year the Challenge is celebrating science and innovation. As they read, 

the children will discover how the Gadgeteers are using their skills to come up with amazing inventions to plan an epic 

summer party for their community. 

Children will be encouraged to read at least six library books of their choice over the summer holidays. As they read, they 

collect stickers (some smelly) and rewards.  If they complete the Challenge, they will be rewarded with a Gadgeteers medal 

and certificate. They will also be entered into a countywide prize draw.  

It’s fun! It’s free! It’s local! Our overall aim is to encourage children to carry on reading over the long summer holiday as it 

can make such a difference to how confidently they start their new year group in September. There’s a website the        

children can visit: The Summer Reading Challenge  

Summer Reading Challenge 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/


 

 

 
         How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week... 

 

 

Wow what a busy term we have had so far! The first week back started with the Phonics Screening Check followed very 

closely by Assessment week. We have certainly been working very hard to show what we have learnt so far in Year 1. 

We have also been having lots of fun though! Our topic this term on 'Animals' has got off to a great start, learning about a 

variety of animals and that we can group animals into different groups. Did you know that humans are animals and belong 

in the mammals group?! 

This week we have been looking at diets and using our maths skills to sort the animals into carnivores, herbivores or       

omnivores on a Venn diagram. We are super excited to learn about their habitats next and why different animals are suited 

to different habitats. 

Our literacy has been linked to animals too! We have been bringing the story of 'Mr Tiger goes wild' to life through drama 

and hot seating as well as learning all about writing noun phrases, using pronouns, asking and writing questions and linking 

two ideas together by using a coordinating conjunction. After all this hard work, we are definitely looking forward to the 

summer holidays! 

  Life in Year 1 

 

We have a number of student update forms outstanding. It is important we receive these forms back before the end of 

this school year to ensure our systems are up to date ready for your child to move up in September. If you receive a     

message from school this week or next please come to the school office at your earliest convenience. Thank you. 

Student update forms  

This term, the choir have performed at two very special events - the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations and our first 

school fete since the pandemic started. At both events, they   

performed with confidence and enthusiasm.   

Singing songs is just another way of story-telling so the children 

have been working hard on developing their characterisation and 

performance skills. We are currently learning ‘Revolting Children’ 

from the musical Matilda. Who knows, one day we may see one 

of our choir members performing on the West End stage!   

Choir 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Summer Fete last Friday. It was a lovely occasion, enjoyed by all the children and 

families who stayed. It was especially nice to see many of our old pupils and their families visiting the school once again. All 

together we raised in the region of £1700! Thank you so much, and especially to our organisers Mrs Hancock and Mrs    

Embra and to all the staff and parents who helped.  

 

 

 

 

Summer Fete 



 

Friday 8th July 
 

 

 

Monday 11th July 
 

Wednesday 13th July 
 

Thursday 14th July 
 

Friday 15th July 
 

Tuesday 19th July 
 

 

 

Tuesday 19th July 
 

Wednesday 20th July 
 

 

 

Annual reports go home to 

parents 
 

LKS2 trip to the Think Tank 
 

Yr 6 evening performance 
 

Yr 6 afternoon performance 
 

PTFA Camp Out 
 

Nursery closes for Summer 

(normal time) 

 

Year 6 Leavers BBQ 
 

School closes for summer 

2.00pm 

           Dates for your diary  

 

Please can we politely remind you that holidays in term 

time cannot be authorised under any circumstances. We 

cannot stress this enough and have had to decline 26      

requests for holiday since Easter! We are following County 

guidance and referring families for fines on a weekly basis.  

       Attendance 

 

We wish our families a happy Eid ul-Adha. Due to the festival falling over a weekend we will authorise one day's absence 

only, Monday 11th July.  

Eid 

 

 

Year 5 had a water safety session this week with Helen from Brackley Leisure Centre. They learned about the hidden    

dangers of swimming outdoors and also how to seek help if they discover someone in difficulty in the water. 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Safety 

Our school needs you! Help us win £1,000 of National Book 

Tokens and a membership to the School Library Association 

to help rebuild the library and encourage reading for   

pleasure - plus you could win £100 for yourself! Enter 

here: http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools Thank 

you in advance for your support! 

Library 

 

Sadly there was a bike stolen from one of our bike shelters this week. Although we provide the shelters please can I remind 

parents that you are responsible for the security of bikes and that these should be secured and locked to deter              

opportunists. 

Stolen bike 

 

From September 2022 we are giving each of our classes new names based on British Wildlife. We talked through lots of 

ideas and thought this would be a great opportunity for children to learn about the animals living in the area. We are also 

planning on doing some beautiful artwork around the theme, which we will proudly display around school. The names will 

be displayed on the website from September and all of the children will be told their new class name on Transition day. 

Thank you for your continued support with your little robins, rabbits and otters! 

It’s all in a name!  

http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools





