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I can hardly believe that we’re almost at the end of the third week! 

Compared to the last two years there are already pleasing signs of ‘normality’. Years 5 and 6 have 

spent this week at their Residential, at the New Barn Field Centre in Dorset, a perfect example of 

what Ofsted termed “rich experiences to supplement the curriculum”. In school, Year 3 have  

welcomed back the children from Frank Wise School, modelling inclusion and taking part in     

exercise sport so beautifully together. 

Especially pleasing, we have been awarded for our work in PE and sport with the School Games Gold Mark Award for the 

2021/22 academic year. This is in recognition of all the Clubs that we offer, both via staff and other organisations, and for 

all the competitions which we take part in. There has been a good uptake for the autumn Clubs which started this week.  

In the Newsletter you’ll get a sample of some of the work that has been going on and also a taste of some of the events to 

come, for example the Book Fair returns to school Wednesday 28th September to Tuesday 4th October inclusive. We do 

hope that you’ll get a chance to visit school soon to see some of what’s going on for yourself! Or if not come and see us at 

the Banbury Canal Weekend where we have a stall on Saturday 1st October. 

Wishing you all the very best,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 

 

The new meals system is settling down and most people are getting used to ordering meals online in advance via       

SchoolGrid. There is now a Halal option each Wednesday.  

I’m glad to see that more children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are taking up their entitlement to universal free school 

meals. This is a great way of easing the family budget with bills going up at home. 

To make life easier, why not book meals all the way to Christmas? You don’t have to remember what you ordered, it shows 

up automatically on the screen. Don’t worry if your child is absent – you can go online by 8:45 to cancel their meal. 

School Meals 

 

I am very pleased to share that we have a new Chair of Governors. Bridget Robb takes the helm this year and has served on 

the Board for a number of years. She brings a wealth of experience to the role and is committed to serving the whole 

school community – parents, children and staff. 

She replaces Ed Anderson who has served as Chair for 2 years. He has been an excellent advocate for the school and his 

mixture of challenge and support has helped to raise standards across the school. Ed remains a Governor and we are very 

grateful for all that he has done for us. 

Governor News 



 

 

 
         How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week... 

 

 

School was a hive of creativity last week as we explored the animals of our new classes. Each class has created a piece of 

artwork to showcase their class name. Roe Deer class have used pastels to create a majestic silhouette of their animal.  

Silhouettes continued to be popular in year 5, with Kingfisher class creating a striking splash image of a kingfisher. Year 3 

have playfully designed rabbits wearing glasses. Lower down the school, the Badgers have used paper plates and collage 

techniques to create their cheeky badgers. In reception, the Hedgehogs have used a range of tools to explore the texture 

of the spikes on their prickly animals. The end products of each class will be shared on the whole school Class Dojo page.  

  Art Project 

 

We are so proud of our Reception children - Robin and Hedgehog classes have made a fabulous start to their learning    

journey at St Leonard's.  

We have enjoyed art activities focused around our class animals and have created some lovely displays. The children have 

been busy exploring the inside and outside environment and are following daily routines well.  

We have been learning about families and feelings and enjoyed reading the books 'So Much' and 'The Colour Monster' 

around this theme.  

Many children are already halfway to the first colour of the 'Reading Rainbow' and it is lovely to see so many being         

supported with reading at home.  

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

 

Do you wish that you could type faster? Do you wish that you had started younger? Touch typing develops a child’s brain 

as it’s a very demanding motor activity. This results in the child being a lot more focused and conscious of what they are 

typing, as they will want to write the words out correctly. With this improved level of focus and engagement, it can help 

the child to improve their written English skills and also their spelling. Please see the fun activities for them (or you!) to try: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr 

Typing skills 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr


 

 

No sooner have Year 6 started back at school and it is time to apply for secondary school places, with applications needing 

to be made by 31st October 2022:  

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/online-applications 

Choosing a school is very individual and our advice would be to visit as many of the local schools as possible in order to   

decide what is best for your child. The Open Evenings that we know about so far are below, but please double check school 

website to ensure these are accurate and to find out the times. 

BGN – Wednesday 28th September          NOA – Thursday 29th September         Wykham Park – Wednesday 5th October 

We are running application to Secondary School workshops again this year, on Wednesday 12th October 8.30-10am, with a 

follow up session on Wednesday 19th if needed.  

Secondary School applications 

 

 

We are hosting several Open Days to look around St 

Leonard’s for places in School next September (2023). 

Please let your friends know! 

Wednesday 5th October 5.30pm 

Thursday 3rd November 9.15am 

Tuesday 29th November 2.00pm 

Applications for places usually open in early November and 

must be placed by mid-January. As soon as the dates are      

published we will let you know. 

Open Days 

 

 

The good attendance of the majority masks the extremely concerning low attendance of a few. Persistent poor attendance 

compromises your child’s education and ultimately jeopardises the choices which will be open to them as they grow older. 

You will have received a letter about penalty notices for term-time holidays. Sometimes this can look ‘over the top’ but we 

have not been able to authorise holidays for the last 8 years! We have already referred the parents of 14 children for fines 

from the end of last term and the beginning of this. Absences vary from 3 days to 6 weeks and in one case it is the third 

unauthorised holiday absence in 3 years. 

The updated Attendance Policy is on our website – please read it carefully and know that severe absenteeism is               

unacceptable and will lead to the involvement of external agencies such as Social Care, unless there is a proven medical 

diagnosis. 

We are here to help, so please do come and talk to us if you are struggling to get your child into school before attendance 

becomes a problem for them.  

Attendance 

No smoking!  

The school site is smoke free so please do not smoke or 

vape on school premises. Likewise, unless you have an    

assistance dog, please do not bring dogs onto the site 

(even cute little ones).  

Uniform  

The uniform shop worked is working well and will open   

every Thursday at 8.30 am, entry via the Office reception 

area. There are good quality new and used items that are 

free of charge. If you do have any good condition school  

uniform that you no longer need, we appreciate any         

donations.  

In the meantime, please can we ask that all uniform is 

named so that it can always be returned to its owner. Use an 

indelible pen or iron on labels. Indoor shoes are no longer 

required and black school shoes should be worn. 

 

Saturday 1st October 

 

Monday 24th October 

Monday 31st October 

 

W/c 1st November 

 

Canal weekend - come and 

see our stall! 

October Half Term Week 

INSET Day - school closed for 

children 

Parent Consultations 

Dates for your diary ... 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/online-applications









