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I’d like to extend a huge welcome back to St Leonard’s after the summer holidays, and especially 

to all our new children and their families. We hope that you will be very happy here and that  

together we can successfully work towards the school’s Christian Vision of preparing children for 

Life in all its Fullness. 

Most of the School started back on Monday, with Nursery following on Tuesday and Reception 

getting started on Thursday. A number of children have joined us from other schools and they 

have been made very welcome by our existing children who are always very keen to demonstrate the school values of 

Love, Respect and Responsibility.  

Equally, the beginning of a school year always brings a number of staff changes. We welcome Rhys Owens, our new    

SENDCo and Year 3 teacher and Iman Bangura who is teaching in Year 4. Laura Arnel is joining the Office team on Monday. 

I’m sure that you will join me in welcoming them all to our school. 

Wishing you all the very best,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 

 

St Leonard’s School would like to add its own tribute to Her Majesty the Queen for her 

selfless dedication to the service of her people and the Church of England over so many 

years. She has set an incredible example to us all over the seventy years of her reign 

and has been a true inspiration. We offer our heartfelt condolences to her family at this 

sad time. 

At school, for the first time ever, we had the whole school together in the Hall at the same time for an act of collective  

worship and a celebration of the Queen’s life. It was a very special moment to share together and the whole school        

impeccably observed a two minute silence at 11.00am. The guidance to schools so far is that we stay open during the     

period of mourning but are likely to close on the day of the state funeral.  

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll 

 

 

With so many ways of communicating to parents including Dojo and Facebook, we have decided to trial fortnightly          

newsletters from now on. Sometimes “less is more” and hopefully this will strike a balance in ensuring that all the most 

important messages still get through whilst not overloading your inboxes! 

Newsletter changes 



 

 

 

There have been changes to the class names over the summer and each class is now named after either a British mammal 

or bird. One or two teachers have swapped year groups, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Class changes 

Nursery Tadpoles and Frogs – Mrs Elson 

Reception Hedgehogs – Mrs Pendle Robins – Mrs Pratley and Mrs Tindall 

Year 1 Squirrels – Mrs Russell Owls – Miss Funning 

Year 2 Badgers – Miss Mansfield Goldfinches – Miss Hill 

Year 3 Rabbits – Mrs Debus and Mr Owens Nightingales – Mrs Vere 

Year 4 Otters – Mrs Nottingham Woodpeckers – Miss Bangura 

Year 5 Foxes – Mr Clark and Mrs Hobbs Kingfishers – Miss Lyford 

Year 6 Roe Deers – Mrs Lacey Falcons – Miss Nicklin 

 

Thank you to everybody who has supported the school in following the new uniform guidelines. The children have looked 

very smart indeed and it is clear from letters that I have received that parents are trying to support the school as best they 

can within their means. Thank you. 

When we planned the change a year ago, the economic crisis was unforeseen. We are working 

very hard behind the scenes to provide as much back-up support as we can; seeking support 

from charities to subsidise costs, creating a bank of previously loved uniform and arranging a 

swap shop. Mrs Debus is arranging the latter and will send out a message via Dojo shortly. 

Please let us know, confidentially, if you are struggling and we will try to help. 

In the meantime, please can we ask that all uniform is named so that it can always be returned 

to its owner. Use an indelible pen or iron on labels. Indoor shoes are no longer required and 

black school shoes should be worn. 

Uniform 

 

School opens at 8.40 each morning, apart from Nursery which is 8.30. Well done for remembering that the end of the day 

has changed slightly to 3.10 in Reception, Year 1 and 2 and remains 3.15 for the rest of school. I’m so sorry that it seems to 

rain at home time so often! 

Times of the School day 

 

There have been lots of changes to get used to as we move our catering to Dolce. We have a new cook, Rachel Athey, and 

a new menu which is very exciting for those of us who have been here a while! 

All school meals need to be pre-ordered; ordering is online via SchoolGrid. If you have any problems placing your orders 

please tell us and we’ll try to help. 

Especially important to remember is that ALL children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to universal free school 

meals, and some older children are also entitled to free school meals. Last year typical take-up was only about 60% for 

these children and taking advantage of free food may be another way of easing the family budget at home. There is great 

choice for even the most fussy of eaters! 

School Meals 



 

Following all the school days missed during the pandemic, attendance at school is a national issue. The Government has 

published guidance called Working Together to Improve School Attendance and it is 67 pages long. The long and the short 

of it is that attending school is a legal obligation and that it is a parental responsibility to make sure that children attend 

regularly! 

Last year attendance nationally at primary schools was 91.4%, a figure which St Leonard’s easily exceeded with 94.2%. 

However, this was still significantly below the 96.5% we were getting pre-COVID. 

The good attendance of the majority masks the extremely concerning low attendance of a few. Our Persistently Absent 

children accounted for 16.5% of the school last year, meaning that one in six children was attending school less than 90% of 

the time, missing at least 4 weeks of school a year and often much more.  

This year it is our intention to reduce the number of Persistently Absent children considerably. Support will be offered in 

the first instance but where there is a history of poor attendance we will quickly move to Parenting Contracts and Penalty 

Notices. We CANNOT authorise holidays in term time and families WILL be fined for taking their children out of school to 

go abroad. Regular attendance is the best way to ensure your child's success at school. 

Attendance 

 

 

No sooner have Year 6 started back at school and it is time to apply for secondary school places, with applications needing 

to be made by 31st October 2022:  

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/online-applications 

Choosing a school is very individual and our advice would be to visit as many of the local schools as possible in order to  

decide what is best for your child. The Open Evenings that we know about so far are below, but please double check school 

websites to ensure these are accurate and to find out the times. 

BGN – Wednesday 28th September 

NOA – Thursday 29th September 

Wykham Park – Wednesday 5th October 

We are running application to secondary school workshops again this year.  These will be on Wednesday 12th October           

8.30-10am, with a follow up session on Wednesday 19th if needed. 

Secondary School applications 

 

 

We are hosting a couple of Open Days to look around St Leonard’s for places in School next September (2023). Please let 

your friends know! 

Thursday 22 September 2.00pm Wednesday 5 October 5.30pm  Thursday 3rd November 9.15am 

Applications for places usually open in early November and must be placed by mid-January. As soon as the dates are     

published we will let you know. 

Open Days 

 

 

Please see the Activator poster for free tennis sessions to be hosted at St Leonard’s from next week. No equipment needed 

– everything will be provided! 

Free Tennis 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/online-applications









