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“Life in all its fullness”  

John 10:10 

Energy Advice 
 

 

We are delighted to have restarted our Learning Mornings and Learning Afternoons this term, after the pandemic put a 

hold on them. It was lovely to see Reception parents in this Tuesday and Year 3 on Thursday. Please visit us in school if you 

can – your children will be so pleased to see you. 

Thank you to all our parents who continue to support Home Learning and the Reading Rainbow. Our next challenge is to 

improve attendance. This was 96% before the pandemic and below 93% now. Child illness is really the only acceptable   

reason for absence – we currently have 86 children who are Persistently Absent, that is below 90%. This compares to 34 

prior to 2020!  

Engagement with school 

 
 

Welcome back to school and a Happy New Year to all our families! We hope that you 

had a lovely Christmas. 

The cost of living crisis shows no sign of abating and we are very grateful to the PTFA, 

Tescos, and Banbury Charities for providing hampers, toys and supermarket vouchers 

for many of our families at Christmas. We even got on ITV Meridian News! Parents 

gave very generously to our collections and we raised £143 for BYHP (Banbury Young 

Homeless Project) with school staff donating food. 

Hopefully the New Year will see a turn around in fortune for our community and we can put the spotlight on the      

achievements of our children. They have loved returning to school and are truly a delight. 

Wishing you all the very best,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 

 

It has been a term now since we changed to having Dolce as our school meals 

provider. Largely this has been a success and children have responded well to 

new systems. Lunchtimes continue to be fun, sociable times and behaviour remains excellent both within the lunch hall 

and in the playground. 

There are a small minority of parents however who cause anxiety for their children and additional workload for school staff 

by not ordering meals. This is not just a teething problem. Please can you take responsibility for ordering your children’s 

food. All meals must be prebooked by logging on to your SchoolGrid account. 

School Meals 



 

          How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week... 

 

 

 

Our girls have really enjoyed the Chance to Shine cricket sessions on Tuesday evenings in the school hall. Sessions run from 

6.30 – 7.30 and started again on 10th January. All girls in Years 3 to 6 are welcome. 

Girls’ Cricket 

 

 

Please find attached the PiXL reading for pleasure newsletter. I know that many of you already enjoy reading with your  

children and there are some lovely books recommended here. Giving children a love of reading is probably one of the best 

things that you can do. They will become independent learners, have lots of fun, and never again will learning be a chore. 

Seeing the note about National Storytelling Week reminds me that we have regular ‘readarounds’ at school and there will 

be another one next week when teachers will be sharing stories from the Little People, Big Dreams series as part of        

Aspirations Week. 

PiXL reading for pleasure 

 

We welcome the new arrivals to Nursery this week who have mostly come in with a smile!  It can be 

overwhelming in a busy, noisy setting with many new routines to learn so we gently encourage and 

model expectations such as learning to share the toys and play alongside others as well as exploring 

new opportunities.  We find within just a few days the children are more confident and chattier.  The 

other children are playing their part in helping the new children by talking to them and holding their 

hands. Well done everybody!   

Our thanks to Banbury Litho who have kindly donated paper to the Early Years Team.  The      

children are enjoying using the paper on the painting easel helping to keep our costs down and 

providing valuable mark making experiences. 

Life in Nursery 

 

 

We are delighted to launch Houses at St. Leonard’s CE     

Primary School; this is an exciting opportunity to continue 

developing the leadership role of our students. Children, 

who have been voted in by their peers, will be the House 

Captains and will run the houses with the guidance of four 

Heads of Houses (Miss Nicklin, Miss Hill, Mrs Nottingham 

and Miss Mansfield). They will be supported by the Junior House Captains who are from the other year groups. Our vision 

for this new approach is to give children ownership of their school and aspire to be future leaders.  

This week, we introduced the children to their house teams and they each know their house name and colour. Each house 

team is named after a local historical building; Broughton, Blenheim, Upton and Wroxton. Our first house team              

competition is to design a house flag. Children have been given an entry form and template to complete by Friday 27th   

January. Details are on the form. The Head of Houses will choose the three finalists for each house, these will then be    

displayed in the library for our pupils and their families to vote for. The winning design for each house will be printed and 

become their official flag!  

If you have any questions, please contact class teachers.  

House Teams 



 

We are excited to be hosting our Aspirations Week once again, next week. We’ll give more details afterwards but in the 

meantime we are inviting children to dress up for school next Friday 20th January, in the manner of the career which they 

might want to enter. No donations are necessary! 

Aspirations Week 

 

W/c 16th January 

Friday 20th January 

 

 

 

Aspirations Week 

Dress up day for Aspirations 

Week 

Dates for your diary ... 

Don’t forget to visit our Facebook page to 

see all the exciting things happening in 

school. Search ‘St Leonard’s C of E Primary 

School’. 

          Social Media 

 

 

 

Dear parents,  

At your local fire station, we (the crew) are fully committed to keeping our       

communities in Banbury safe. Prevention is by far the best way to do this 

and that’s why for 15 years we’ve been visiting people’s homes and checking 

for fire safety risks, fitting smoke alarms and giving safety advice. So, we’re 

reaching out to all parents and guardians in the area to offer free Safe & 

Well visits in 2023. You can book yours by calling 08000 325 999 or by      

visiting this link https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/safeandwell. 

During a Safe & Well visit, firefighters come to you at home to see what they can do to help you reduce the risk of fire. 

What does a visit cover? It combines a Home Safety Check to help reduce the risk of fire in your home, such as checking 

and fitting smoke alarms, heat alarms and carbon monoxide alarms, and helping your family make a fire escape plan. We 

are able to provide advice and support to reduce any immediate risk from fire, flood, falls or power cuts and much more – 

even advice on general wellbeing and crime prevention too. 

Please use the details above to book your visit. And if you’d like to read more tips on fire safety in the home, please see 

attached leaflet. 

Stay safe, 

Firefighters of White Watch, Banbury Fire Station  

A message from our local fire station 

https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/safeandwell


Monday 30th January 2023 



NMPAT BRACKLEY AND CHENEY MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE  
SPRING TERM 2023 

Brackley and Cheney Music and Performing Arts Centre will re-open again on January 7th with an 

exciting mix of classes and events planned for this term. The Centre continues to offer a fantastic 

range of Music, Art and Drama groups for all ages and abilities, and takes place at Bracken Leas 

Primary School in Brackley from 9:15am – 12:15pm every Saturday morning during term time.  

 

For more information about the Centre, please visit  www.NMPAT.co.uk/BrackleyCheney or email 

Janine Mold, Centre Head at brackleycheney@NMPAT.co.uk  

 

You can also now register your child using this link: https://bit.ly/BrackleyandCheney2223  

http://www.NMPAT.co.uk/BrackleyCheney
mailto:brackleycheney@NMPAT.co.uk
https://bit.ly/BrackleyandCheney2223





