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“Life in all its fullness”  

John 10:10 

 
 

The term has got off to a great start and I wanted to share with you some information 

that I found out from the archive at the Oxfordshire History Centre. The first Church 

National School in Grimsbury was opened in November 1861 with 103 children. It 

changed its name to St Leonard’s when the Church was built some years later.  

The original Headmaster was Thomas Huscroft who was just 25 years old and paid a 

salary of £50 per year. Early inspections focused as much on singing, needlework and 

posture as they did reading, writing and arithmetic. Mr Cobbett, the attendance officer, 

was a regular visitor and attendance fell each October when many children helped with the Harvest. 

Mr Griffin, the school medical officer, was a busy man. In December 1909 the whole school was closed for a month        

because of a measles epidemic and this was a reasonably frequent event. In December 1914 the school proudly              

announced that it had collected carrots and potatoes for newly arrived Belgian refugees from the Great War, and in 1939 

the school received 26 children from Bow Central School, London who had been evacuated to Banbury. 

The “punishment book” makes for interesting reading. Until as late as 1970 children might receive two strokes of the cane 

for such crimes as talking or laziness. Reg Charles receives two strokes in 1918 for ‘careless work’ and Alfred Baggins three 

strokes in 1933 for playing truant! Teachers might be surprised that class sizes were as large as 39 in 1953 with HM        

Inspectors commenting “The children are extremely orderly and self-controlled without appearing in any way repressed”. 

No change there then! 

Wishing you all the very best,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

Energy Advice 
 

 

We have had a couple of incidents recently where parents have been unkind to other parents on the playground. Please 

can I respectfully ask that all adults model school values whilst on school premises. 

Respect to others 

 

 

The travelling Book Fair visits St Leonard’s again next week, and is open from 

Wednesday 8th March to Wednesday 15th March, inclusive. We have had a 

lovely Book Week this week and hopefully everybody has discovered new books 

or authors whom they’d like to try. 

Book Fair 



         How we Engaged, Challenged and Inspired this week... 

 

Year Three have had a great start to the term. They have begun to learn about the similarities and differences between 

Banbury and Venice, and were surprised to learn that Venice does not have any cars! Ask your children how they travel 

around in Venice without cars.  

They have thrown themselves into learning their lines and the songs for the LKS2 production of Peter Pan. It is promising to 

be a great show and we are looking forward to our Year Three (and Four) parents coming to see it.  

This week, to celebrate World Book Day, we have had great fun writing our version of traditional tales, but with a twist. We 

can’t wait for you to be able to read it when it is published. 

Learning in Year 3 

 
 

In terms 1 and 2, children from Years 3 to 6 took part in our after-school netball club! Netball is a fantastic sport which 

teaches important sports skills; throwing and catching, precision shooting, footwork, pivoting and intercepting, as well as 

equally important life skills; teamwork, communication and discipline to name a few. The children have worked incredibly 

hard to learn all of the different rules, including where each position is allowed on the court, who is allowed to shoot, and 

how long they can hold the ball before passing. At the end of this term, nine members of our team will be taking part in a 

Year 5 and 6 competition at Wykham Park, where we will get to play against teams from other schools. We can’t wait to 

see how we get on and show off the skills we’ve been practising!  

Netball Club 

 

 

Our topic this term is ‘Sensational Superheroes’ and last Wednesday we had an       

exciting visit from some real-life superheroes, the Fire Brigade. The children were able 

to explore the fire engines and find out all the different types of things that             

Firefighters do within their jobs. In English, we have started reading our topic book 

‘Eliot Midnight Superhero’ and we have been using prediction skills to guess the storyline and applying adjectives to our 

sentences to describe scenes from the book. Throughout the rest of this term, we will continue to find out about more real

-life super heroes, including, doctors, police and some historical figures, such as Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole. 

Learning in Year 1 

 

 

This term sees our youngest KS2 pupils take to the water for their first experience of school swimming! Year 3 have begun 

their lessons and have so far shown great determination to gain new confidence and skills. Jackson from Rabbit Class says; 

"My favourite thing in swimming was when I had a go at swimming with no goggles. I like swimming on my front with no 

goggles - it is a challenge! I really want to be good at swimming on my back and hopefully I will be good at it by the end of 

the term." 

We've already seen some awards being given too - from 5-25m in distance. Keep up the excellent work Year 3! 

Swimming is an important life skill and, although we take all of our KS2 pupils at some point in their school year, it is vital 

that their developing skills are not lost in the interim before yearly PE lessons. We strongly encourage our families to take 

their children swimming or enroll them in swimming lessons where possible. 

Locally, Spiceball Leisure Centre has public swimming sessions and offers swimming lessons suitable for all abilities. We 

would encourage you to visit their website or contact them directly for further information. 

School Swimming at St. Leonard’s 



 

 

From the end of January to the first two weekends of February, I competed in the Oxfordshire and North Buckinghamshire 

County Championships Swimming. Qualifying for 13 events (as well as team relays and heats for the 50m and 100m races), 

I swam races from 50m butterfly to 400m Individual Medley (100m of each stroke). Across all the weekends, I achieved 2 

golds, 2 silvers, 4 bronzes and 5 finalists medals (of 3 fourth places, and 1 fifth place). Overall, I am very proud of all of my, 

my brother's and my team-mates' achievements. I am now on the road to Regionals! 

Zoë Anderson, Year 6 

Swimming County Championships 

 

Tuesday 28th March 

Wednesday 29th March 

 

 

Year 3 & 4 production   

Year 3 & 4 production 

Dates for your diary ... 

 

 

The Rotary Club of Banbury are running a Young Photographer competition. It is free to enter. Each entrant is required to 

submit their entry illustrating "The Beauty of Architecture”. 

• The formal closing dates for the competition is mid-day Saturday 24th March 2023 

• They should submit their entry as a jpeg digital file to Tim Bryce (email address tim.bryce@hotmail.co.uk) as an 

attachment to their completed application form (see attachment). 

The images should not be compressed but in a reasonably high resolution, image file between3 and 15mb. 

The images will be reviewed by a judging panel of five individuals including two local professional photographers. The  

Judges will consider technical merit, content, composition, imagination, and style. There are three separate age groups - 

Junior 7 to 10 years old, intermediate 11 to13 years old, Senior 14 to 17 years old, and the judges will select a winner and a 

runner up for each group. 

Young Photographers 

Energy Advice 
 

 

A brief reminder about our school website. We try to keep this as up-to-date as possible and the Key Information tab holds 

all the statutory information that schools must publish. 

For non-English speakers most pages are able to be translated. There is a ‘Translate’ button in the bottom right hand      

corner.  

School website 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped our school raise money for water pumps for Pakistan. We raised 

a total of £1120. This money was spent on two filter pumps for Schools and one motor pump to be 

placed in a home of a family that have no water access. I was lucky enough to visit the St Anthony’s 

Girls High School in a small village. The Principal, teachers and children were so 

grateful. I witnessed countless children drinking from the filter pump and it 

has made such a difference to their lives. The principal explained that many of the 750 pupils are from 

poor backgrounds and having clean water access means less kidney and health  issues which results in 

better health and education for children. I am very proud of the kindness our school has shown      

others. Here are some images of the work we have carried out. 

Mrs Malik 

             Visit to Pakistan 

mailto:tim.bryce@hotmail.co.uk


Friday Treats 

Friday treats continue to be    

popular. Please remember to stop 

by the KS1 or KS2 playground 

after school on Friday to pick up 

your weekend treats. The money 

raised each Friday helps towards 

our weekly fundraising total. 

With warmer weather soon on 

the way it won’t be long until    

Frozen Fridays start up again! 

Thank you for your support this 

half term. Our next meeting is 

Monday 24th April at 7pm in the 

Diamond Building. As always, 

new faces are very welcome. 

Thank you 

Some fundraising totals from last 

half term include… 

£336 from Friday treat sales last 

half term 

£23 from Name the Bear 

Valentine’s Bake Off 

 

Thank you so much to everyone 

who took part in our Valentine’s 

Bake Off. We were blown away by 

the number of entries and the 

baking talent. 

 

We raised £110 from selling all 

the bakes that were kindly       

donated at our Friday tuck shop. 

They tasted delicious! 

 

 
 

We will be having another bake 

off in May to celebrate the        

Coronation of King Charles. We 

can’t wait to see your bakes fit for 

a king. 

Name the Valentine’s Bear 

 

Congratulations to Tristan and Daniel 

who guessed the names of the         

Valentine’s Bears. 

  
 

Our guess the name of the Easter   

Bunny will be back this term. 

Water Pump 

The money from our Friday tuck shop 

sale on Friday 27th January went       

towards the Al Bokhari charity which 

staff member Miss Malik is involved 

with. This charity supports               

communities in Pakistan to install    

water filter pumps. The charity asked 

our school to sponsor a water filter for 

a Christian school in Pakistan. The cost 

of each pump is £370 and we were   

delighted to put donate £61.29        

towards this great cause. 

The Tuck Shop Squirrel 

 

One of the playground squirrels 

has realised there are sweet 

treats available on a Friday 

afternoon and has been caught 

red handed tucking into some 

donuts! 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 

 

16th Mar: Mother’s Day Cream Tea 

and Crafts 

Guess the eggs in the jar 

31st Mar: Easter Bonnets 

 

PTFA Contact details 

Chair: Kay Embra 

Co-Chair: Lauren Hancock 

 

Email Address 

PTFA@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk 

Spring Term 1 PTFA newsletter 
It’s been another busy but successful half term for the PTFA. We’ve put on lots of successful events to enhance opportu-

nities for all our St. Leonard’s children.  
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